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CHILD'S LIFE WORTH
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Highﬁghts of
Park Report

" Here are_some of the out-

AT NECESSTTY OF PROPER.

‘standing points contained in. the
direc-

PLAY AREAS 13 HELD URGENT

[wo-Thirds Majorif Necessary to Carry- Park’ Bonds; 20
] Candidates for Freeholders' Board of 15 to -
Draft Charter; Election Information::

i Twenty-six  hundred
qualified o ‘go -to-the' five polling \places here. Tuesday,
June 9, to stamp their decisions on two of the most im-
portant ballots «ever ‘to-be voted on in this city. .

A two-thirds majority is necessary to carry the' $160,-
000" park-playgrounds bond ‘issue, which is the half of ‘the
consolidated. election’ that is: now receiving the most atten-

" INPORTINT GITY PROBLEMS

egistered—Torranee -‘voters—are |

tion of citizens. ‘Approval of this bond issue asgures: the |-

Chamber - of Commerce
tors’ statement concerning” the
Park-Playground ;p ro position
which will<be found in ‘the aa-
joining columns:

4THis community. (must de-
cide) promptly the question of
acquiring suitable land as close
[ to-the present-population-center.

Creation of the Park-Playgrounds By Local '
Unemployed Declared Guarantee
of Community’s Future

CHAMBER REPORT IS COMPLETE SUMMARY OF ISSUE

oy

possible . .which = can ' serve
adequately for the much needed
municipal park” ¥

“A . ‘community which. lacks
goad, wholesome recreational fa-
cilities ~ will . also. .find..,a
greater proportion of 'sccial
prablems.” g

The following is the official statement of the Chamber

! )a

>

4

number of months in' order

employment of several hundred men; 4t part-time, for a|.

that the proposed’ large city

park and. several 8
rround areas may-be' created this
summer, . i
The - other half' of ‘the  election
is ' devoted to the .naming. of 16
freeliolders from ;20 eligible ‘candi-~
dates who will-draft a city charter
Avhich will ‘raise the status of'the
community froni sixth-class. to a
chartered clty, ‘authorized to prog-
ress. under its own' canstitution.
The ‘polld, will be open from 6
a. m. until 7. p, m.
Where to Vote
Consolidated Precinct “A’, which
[includes regular city precincts. 2,
6 and 7, will have as polling place,
2275 Torrance  (Redondo).: boule-
evard. 3 «
Consolidatéd ~ Precinct (B, . in~
cluding precincts 3, 4,5 and §—
polling  place city. fire hall, 1@15
rayens ‘avenue. 2
McDonald and Walteria
Censolidated Precinet . “C"," in-
luding  pre¢incts. 9, 10 ;and 11—
polling - place, "American . Legion
club - house, 2 “Cargon ' street.
Consolidated. ecinet. 4D, 10=

fay: g

1803 Andreo; Sam  Levy, 1608 FIVBI
Prado, ‘president Torrance ' Rotary
club; ‘Scott R. Ludlow, 1329 En-
gracia, Union Tool; Miss Esther Z:
Mnxwau, superintendent .'Inr_gd Sid-
ney Torrance Memorial: hospital, |-
1416 Cota; « Guy, L. Mowry, . 2112
'(_)'Arsori. principal Torrdnce Evening
High school; W.. Rufus Page, 1723
Arlington,. president rof ' /Torrance
Chamber of ' Commerce; 1_-‘ay I
Parks, 1418 Marcelina, proprietor £ 3
Torrance Plumbing Company; with your
Georga,_J. Peckham, 15618 Post, of
S z{  Peckham  ‘and 1
Hord ‘dealers; Jamgs W, Post, 1641
Yost, president’ First National
Bank. ! 2 fites
C. T. Rippy, 819 Cota, police
judge and secretary Torrance Mu-
tual Building® and Loun " ‘Assocla-
tion;  Frank Spoon, 2275 \Torrance
houlevard, carpenter in the' erect-
ing ‘department, -~ Pacific = Electric
shops; - DeKalb Spurlitt, 800 Por-

“A call for volunteer workers w_i.th

cars' to' as st
the. polls: is made by the Campaign
Con‘tmiu". All those ' willing to

adequate vacant lot play !
vote for the Park-Playground

' SMALL BOY NEAR

in taking voters to

p o

‘Workers Wanted |

. HERE'S PICTORIAL EVI DENCE of the world’s ‘best rea- -
son why Torrance should hayve children’s proteeted playgrounds.
" This youngster is about-to become a victim of our present in-
‘areas. You can perhaps save a life
s Tuesday! :

DEATH A

étruck : By Al
Dashes Fr
Lot Int:

OF RUN FOR BALL

SRESULT|

uto  When He
om-Vacant
o Street. ’

coged ' in ‘Walteria, -and . including [tola, land-owner; Grover. C. thte.

help are urged to Ithnd_“ln ors

1620 . Post,  editor and i
Torrance. Herald; and-Herbert S,
Wood, 1728 Martina, principal Tor-

R f Torrance precinet ‘No, @ 1—
ling place, store building,” 3612

‘Walnut street, Walteria.

Consolidated” Precingt “EY, com- | rance High' school. X

4

ber of Comferce.

t ; at 7 p. m; Mon-
day,June 8, at the Torrance Cham-

Physicians despaired ‘odny of
saving' little Tommy. Jones! life, the
. boy having _been perhaps fatally |
injured  when he was' hit by an

automobile ' while chasing a' hall

“Every major ‘concern ...
which has studied the Torrance
area as a site for possible relo-
1| cation has offered "constructive

“criticism ' that Torrance lacks
proper. recreational facilities and
atmosphere.”

“Many. " of our own. citizens
who' are ‘employed in  the ‘local
plants show. their lhungry desire
‘.l .40 enjoy good sports’when
.+ . they 'play ‘on bare vacant
land plots here and there which

Playground bond -issue.

plete and for, the first time.

of . Commerce. board of directors .concerning the Park- .
This report 'was drafted by the
representative citizens who constituté the directorate ‘and
adopted at their meeting June 1. It'is presented here com-.

/. The original plan for the lay-out ahd development* of
the townsite of Torrance followed carefully preconceived
lines designedto-furnish-balanced-proportions. .Many of
the. original -earmarks. of this planning are still iexigtent.

Directors of Civic_ Organization Set Forth Authoritative

Reasons Why Park-Playground Bonds Should B~ =
. Endorsed By Citizens on Tuesday iy #

district, tho fan-shaped :-

lal ‘aveds,-the multiple family

afford nao good oppor fon
the expression of this clean am-
bition of fun' ~ s
“Theré: is really 'no’ oppor-
A| tunity in Torrance for a piénic
gathering, a <band - congert, or
inter-industry < sports, athletics
or games.” : !
4As an example of cost econos
my, the average resident home:
owner will not pay as much in
one year as the cost of a' swint
in the Redondo plunge; and a
round  trip fare: to' that com-
munity.” < !
~ “Torrance industries fully ap=’
preciate that no one thing this
community can do will, afford
as' much contentment to. em-
:ployes ‘as a. well developed park
and -playgrounds.”

| Pres. Pontius
Endorses Bonds

Los Angéles; June 5, 1931,
Mr. Carl L. Hyde: ¥

1 am /highly. pleased to learn
that Torrance is planning the:
early construction (of ‘a major
park: and  three neighborhood
playgrounds; and ( do not hesi-
tate to add my endorsemept of
the proposed’bond issue. =

The vacatiohzcgmp" which the
Pacifip * Electric ' Railway has
constructed s evidence of jour
company’s keen interest in. play
areas, and | am glad to hear
that you -are soon’ to provide
recreational facilities for the en-
joyment of our employes® and
the other ‘residénts of Torrance,

This includes the triangular business

parently di

~+—celina, an_ electrical

R prising the ‘Mc¢Donanld Tract, Mo-
RVneta precincts 2'and 4 and Lawn-
flale precinet—5-as:-far-as-they-lte |
in ‘the city limits of Torrance—
b polling-place;~18206- Prairie- avenue,
in' McDonald Tract. E
‘Park's .Low Cost Cited

City . Engineer ‘Erank Leonard
has -iade- a careful study of the
cost of the park-playground project
to  individual taxpayers. He has
veported that the expense of “the
contemplated recreational adyan-
tages will be less than: 90 cents
a year to the average home-owner
.whasé propertw!is valued at' ap-
proximately $4500 and 'which is
assessed at $1800, The cost of the
I park-playgrounds  to- the' ‘average
vacant lot owner, whoge property
is valued at about $2000 and which
is assessed at $800, will be less
than 86 cents a year. This'is pos-
sible because“the Chamber of Com-
merce hag agreed to maintain the
park and playgrounds, without ad-
ditfonal expense to the people of
the city, from its advertising and
promotion fund. 7
.. The decision to place the" elec-
tion of freeholders who will write
the constitution and by-laws of the
city on the June 9 ballot came as
~ fhe result of more than two years
intensive , study by  the various
committees and  directors .of the
Chamber .of Commerce, Such
charter, it has heen declared by
governméntal ‘authorities, lifts a
! municipality out of the all-tpo-gen-
eral catagory 'of ‘“sixth-class" to
the position of a city eligible to
particlpate in the . benefits made
posalbl.u by its own local ‘consti-
tutlon. ;

Fresholders Candidates
Thomas L. Cassidy, 1618 Mar-
hinfst at
the Pacific Electrig shops; C. Earl
Contier, Plaza hotel, commander
Bert §. Crossldnd ~Post, 170,

inger, 2468 Carson, assistant cash -

* ler the First National Bank; C, M,
Howard, 1808 Cota, proprietor of
grocery departmentof Quality Mar-~
ket; Carl Hyde, 1605 Hickory, ex-
ecutive secretary Torrange Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Dr. J. S. Lancaster, 1503 Poat,

- prominent physician, surgeon;

‘A American Legion; Robert J. Dein-|

. i . e N e
A City Park Contributes to You
and Your Family’s Happiness
“(1) = Torrance today has no public park; it MUST pro-
vide for this vital factor in community betterment in the
near future. Rk o WS i (I

(2). Delay in acquiring a ‘park site and several chil-
dren’s playgrounds would greatly increase their cost. 3

{(3) . Delay in acquiring sites would mean to lose op-

portunities to purchase thoseé sites most desirable for our
city. - X % i :
(4) Adequate park facilities and _ children's play-
grounds would decrease the play on Torrance streets and
thereby reduce the number of accidents, while creating a
sense of greater security throughout the city.

(6) - An attractive park/'is a permanent,-effective ad-
vertisenient for the city—it being recognized that .com-
munities with well ordered parks appeal to home builders;
while visitors remember cities for the charm of their parks
long after the size of population, or the business activities
are forgotten. ‘ :

(6)  A'suitable picnic ground in the Torrance Muniei-
pal Park would not only serve our own gatherings, now

&l sorced to go: to other city groves, but would attract nan-

residents to Torrance by the charm.this city's park-like pic-
nic groves would develop. % ‘

(7) he purchase and development of the proposed
park and playgrounds would mean only a small increase in
the tax rate. A park and children’s’ playgrounds invariably
attracts new residents—vacant property would be devel-
oped, more homes built, thus ingreasing the total valuation
of the city: Ay ,

" (8)—Parks-and recreation are essential factors in city
life. ¢ ;

(9) " Torrance, barren of publi¢c recreational facilities
for both young and old, should at once correct’a condition
that ought not continue if it hopes to stand in & clags of
progressive citles.

(10) A judicious expenditure for a park and play-
grounds 18 an investment returningjever increasing divi-
dends of civic wealth, expressed in terms of Health, Pleas-
ure and Enjoyment to those who live and grow up, in

¥rank R, Leonard, city englneer,
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that had been b

. by " fence or

i Tommy. went aft
street he did not
inP cars.

This is a

_cant lot wherg he and
boys were playing bai

The vacant lot was
screen

from.a va-
eral other
afl
_unprotected

and when
er.the ball in'the
look out for pass:

atted

specimen story of hundreds you have read.
Tommy. is any boy, yours or mine—the vacant lot, any lot
in Torrance; the motprlst, any car driyer.

Who is at fault? Tommy? The improvised play-
ground—or'the motorist? That is a hard question,

BOND COST

‘| am advised by you and your

associates  that® if  this park is

purchased it will only mean on
- e

and apartment\house district con=
tiguoiis thereto; and then: the .gen-
eral home area, which: i design |
reached ‘the Plaza del Amo' on. the
south’ and Madrid  street ‘on. the
west. More than half of the prop:
erty now occupied by the Torrance
schools is {ndicated on the originat
plan of  Torrance as a park site.
‘Change ‘of Potential Areas: . ‘=
The  founder of this® city ap="
not realize;the growth
which ' wolild  take place in the
community and’long before a mas=
jor portion of the home site areas:
whre: ocoupliéd ademand for greats”
er. school’ facilities ‘'was: made " res
sulting . In the dedication of thes
balance ' of the land surrounding
thd first school to :the Board
Education for additional buildingse s -
thus came {nto being the ‘present -
main_ units® ¢f ~the “clementary:
school. “It, of course, must be rez
membered that the Torrance
schools serve a substantial rvegiom | &
outside of the: corporate. éontlne‘g

90c YEAR
) 4 Ty mﬂdmgﬁnl tax of ';:)

and—the 1 thus ma

¥
was the aggregate of the growing .

cents per-year:—It-seems to.-me
since the park properties can be
purchased at this time at: such.

lf:'o_u_'cwi\’ a home worth $4500;
(assessed at $1800), the Park and
Rlayground bonds -will “only cost |} jy, prices the additional slight
you 90c a year. Maintenance andt| tax would be justified, 3

care of parks will be paid out of : D.‘W. PONTIUS, ‘
Chamber af.Conimeroe funds, ac: || Pres. Pacific Electric Railway
carding to City Enginear: Leonard.

Many Opportunities

BUT THERE IS ONE
THING CERTAIN—and that
is, that' tragedies such as
these CAN 'BE PREVENTED.

Must Have Play Areas

Establishment, of three
separate playgrounds, in ad-
dition' to a Municipal Park;
each bounded by a strong
wire fence and supervised by
trained ' recreation instruc-
tors, will keep all of our Tor-
rance boys and girls off the
streets and out of ‘danger.

Take a ride about the city
today. Just see the number
of children of all’ ages' who
are playing in the streets and
on unprotected vacant ‘lots.
You can’t blame the young-
sters—their own back yards
are too confining for group
games—whera-else-can they
play? At the school grounds?
Only during school hours.

Al of , us value a child's
life more than dollars—but
that comparison is apt when
the playgrounds and park
are judged against a few
cents' increase on the tax
bills, ;

Torrance, 3

John Glass
Favors Parks
For Torrance

“Yes, | am heartily ‘in
favor of the park and plays
ground bonds, Certainly an
industrial community such
as Torrance 'needs recre-
ational areas and they can
be provided now at.low
cost, and at the same time
furnish work. for the un.
omployed,” said John A,
Glass, plant ‘manager .of
the National Supply Com-
pany, Union Tool Plant.

~ For Recreation and
 Good Times at Park

; AT ARG o
Do you know the number of facilities offered for the
enjoyment of the ‘people in a modern park? Do you realiz>
tha wide range of out-of-door entertainment that could be
developed from a rscreational center such as you will' vote
on next Tuesday? : ) £
Here is a partial list of ac-
tivities ' and points of whole-
some, natural recreation that
the. proposed Torrance. Mu-
nicipal Park and children's
playgrounds -offers residents
of Torrance, their guests and
friends through the years to
come: '
A - Sports C
Baseball, daytime andnight

Band and orchestra con-
certs,

Plays and pageants.

Picnicking.

Botanical garden.

ways.
Group meetings.
For Children
Games of all kinds,
Wading pools.

games, indoor and outdoor
diamonds. Teeter-totters.
—Tennis: z —Merry-go-rounds.
Football, . Swings.
Track: events, Sand pits.
Field events. Regular contests of many
Horseshoes. kinds, .
Lawn bowling. Athlatics.
Swimming, Folk dancing.
Handball, Plays. and pageants,

Swimming lessons,

. Family Entertainment

A

- Canfield Midway

Natural walks and ])a;lx-.l

' df-Torrance as _well_as the
‘contiguous “territory. v e
The advent of oil in the his=
tory' of Torrance is' the greatest
singlé = factor -which  completely;
| changedthe' potential areas around
the Torrance. townsite. 'Large sec-
tions of acreage originally designeéd
for'small farms and homesites soon: ¢
passed from this. status to the oc- |
cupation of ofl derricks by the
score which those llving here durs
ing the. helght of the activity will.
recall encroached even to the very '
vorders of the improved ‘and de-
veloped residential and. industrig)
section of the community. i
As overyone today fully knows,
oil occupation of land herg still
obtains on, a vast scale with the
result - that its potentiality  for
other purposes cannot yet be defi-s
nitely planned. 8 ‘
An Imperative Necessity
* The last large factor affecting
potential areas in the townsite was
the  purchase of all remaining
acrenge holdings of the Domingues
Land Corporation' by the Chanslor-
Oil Company, a %
subsidiary of the Santa Fe Rail-
~way. Considerable of theso holds
ings are occupied by oil, and 160
ae) south  of Carson, east of
and.  adjoining the Santia.
y station properties, has beon
definitely developed “as an “indus-
trial tract, Thus, it one takes the
present day map of Torrance and
compares it with = the qriginal’
townsite map and. the, area. sur-
rounding it there will be notiged
a very distinct change, definite in
to certain propgrties and

4

re; (3
T Highly static, owing-to ol With-tha=—"

Lalange.

These statements are made
to. point out the imperative
ndlessity of this community
deciding promptly the question
of  acquiring wﬁlhlo land as
olose to the present population
center of Torrance as possible. «

(Continued on fage. 4-A) 5




