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W AUFUS PAGE ELEGTED TH
- CHIWEER PRESOENCY HeRe

‘Stcceeds Harry H. Dolley, Who Becomes Vice-President;

Other Appointments Are

Made; Outstanding Work

for Years Noted: by Dj)rectors Monday

In recognition of his outstanding services to the city
and to the Chamber of Commérce, the directorate: of-the
Torrance - Chamber of Commerce unanimously  elected
W. Rufus Page president of -the organization. Monday

- afternoon.

Mr,
Dolley ' was vice-
président.
Other officérs chosen Monday
were Sam Levy, second vice presi-
dent; Carl Hyde, execitive secre-
tary, and James. W. Leech, trens-
urer, s
DeKalb Spurlin was appointed: to
fill the vacancy on. the board .of
directors of tlre ¢chamber caused
by the resignation of Bert I'. Lanz.
Achievements Noted .

elected  first

Qther appoiniments made-at this|-

week' meeting of the directors
were: Mr. Pagé and Mr. Dolley to
again’ _ ‘represent  ihe  Tor ce

chamber as delegates to the Har-
bor District Ch\lh\horﬂ- of . Com-
meree,  with - Alfred  Gourdler 'and
G. T. Morris as alternates; B. C.
Buxton re-elected national counsel-
lor to the United States  Chamber
of Commerce with Mr. Page as
alternate, representing the local
group; Mr. Page and Mr. Hyde as
members of  the Industrial com-
mittee of theé Los. Angeles Cham-
ber of Commerce and the Indus-
Arial committee of the State Chams
. ber. N \
Outstanding accomplishments of.
the Torrance chamber during Mr,
Dolley’sterm as. president, accord- )
ing to' a consensus of the directors,
are: (1) Annexation of the Mc-
Donald iteagt;  (2) Civie concert
and  Ialian o fete - honoring  Miss

ine 20, and (@) Purchase-of the
__playground .property mext to the
Fegion clhubliuse,”  ~~ ol
Throughout his years of service
in’ the 'chumber “Mr. “Page has
proved - that his citizenship and
progressiveness is of the highest
calibre, Toduy  his whole-h
Anterest in- the civie
being proved in a very concrete
manner; as he has given a' great
deal of his time to the circulation
Ot the titizens' petitions for better
Witer and cheaper ratés,
Is Industrial Planner
< YChé new leader of the chamber
game to Torrance In 1923 and en-
gaged: at once in the realty firm
of Gilbert, Hansen and Page. This
organization dissolved, each mem-
" establishing  his own office,
rtly, after entering the bullding
TH Vo occupies at T18390

Post avenue.

Mr, Page's activity I chamber
work dates from the first year of
residence = herp us he was
to the directorate almost

elected
at once.
However, the subject that has
recelved his greatest attention is
that of bringing industries to Tor-
rance. In this field he has been
of inestimable value to. the entire
city. * His work in behalt of in-
¢ dustries already lere and of bring-
ing more plants to the city merits
the praise of eyeryone, according
10 _his co-workers on the Industrial
committee. Sy 2
. As yet Mr, Page has not com-
(Continued on Page 8)

VAIUAASIREN oM TeZ WICH s el

~Mr. Page, who has been vice-president of the
. chamber for the past three yedirs,4
\'Bucceeds Harry H., Dolley.

D 5
- Chamber Leader J

Local Firemen
To Help State
Fire Law Drive

Will-—Look- . for - Careless
Motorists on Roads
Here Saturday

Ariintensive . drive will be in-
augurated Satupday, August 2, by
the combined forces of the State
Highway Patrol, all fire chiefs and
their respective «departments to-
ward  the enforcement of the state
luw which prohibitg, the throwing

ol lighted clgareftes or othér
burning  materials  from  auto-
i on the highways and

W Rufus Pago

CAMPAIGNTO
RAISE FUNDS
PROGRESSING

Salvation Army Drive Brings
$1012; Quota Set at

$2000
)
Total - contributions to date in
the, Salvation "Army Maintainance

drive in the Torrance, Gardena and
Moneta district amount to $1012,75,
according to reports made to Mrs.
M. Loretta McBpth, civilian reprée-
sentative of the Army, who is con-
ducting the . campaign here with
the ‘assistance of a number of local
residents, ¢

The [lirst reports were made yes-
terday noon-at a hincheon at-the
Chamber of Commerce. Quota for
this district is set at $2000. It was
announced that the”drive will be
continued here until this amount
is reached. 9

Contributions Listed

Union  Tool employees con-
tributed the largest share among
industrial firms here, having .do-
nated $332.80, Other donations
from employees of Industrial plants
in Torrance, as reported by Mrs.
McBeth were:

National Supply employees, $26;
U. S. Refining employees, $8; C.-
C. M, O. employees, $140.560; Salm
Munut‘qcturlng Company and em-
ployees, 46.30; Pacific Electric em-

(Continued on Page b)

: “Why l;Sig‘ned Water Petition’”

;"Reasons Present Citizens Own-Choice of Publ'icly-Owned
: Utility; Will Be Presented To Council August.5

Civic-minded citizens' of Torrance who are circulating

the petitions to be piesented

to the city council August 5,

asking that body to postpone action on the proposed

franchigse to the Torrance Water, Light and Power Com-,
pany until after the question of a publicly owned water |’

system may be voted upon, have
Ymet with great success, it is re-
‘ ported today.

The - petitions, “which state fur-
ther that the signers request the
council to Immediately prepare

~"plans’ for & publicly owned and
iy up‘amtpd wutpr system and sub-

mit the matter -to the voters of
Torrance at a speclal election to
be held within 60 days from the
date of presentation, are available

‘cers.

roads of .thé state.
The Torrance fire and police de-
partments; will participate in the

°| drive locally as the members will

into the
1end

be on the Troads leading
city in full  uniform
emphasis to the drive.
‘All citizens are requested on the
day of the drive.to ascertain the
plate numbers of cars in' which
per: violating this law dre
abs: ed and’ report the same to
the . state, county
officers or to members of the Tor-
rance fire department, who in turh
will* give, this Information to thé
nearest traffic enforcemernt offi-
It is belleved by a con-
centration of effort the danger of
fire wili be brought to' the -dt-
tention of the people” in a forceful
manner,

Wilbur’s Talk

R S

Of Local Interest

Water Vital

. T

“We  cannot ‘have water unless
we pay the price—which 8 peéa
economic_unity. and. co-operatiol

That's what Secretary of the
Interior /~ Wilbur  told large
gathering Tuesday noon the
Los Angeles Chamber Com-
merce, v .

And he might have been speak-
ing of the situation here in Tor-
rance rather than his topic on the
Boulder Dam. -Secretary Wilbur
sald a number ol other pertinent
things which could have a local
interest  here, Fov instance, he
sald:

Stresses United Front

“The greatest difficulty 6f dn
arid or semi-arid country such as
this  Is - water, . We must have
water,  Here in ' this seml-arld
country in order to get water ‘we
must have peace, for the ‘forces of
war can’ quickly destroy the water
supply.

“Further, .we must present a
united front in our efforts to se-
cure & water: supply.

Must Be Visionary

And “then he touched upon the
necessity . of educating the voters
and particularly the newcomer to
the Southwest to be water-minded,
to gain an appreciation of - the
tremendous *necessity of water to
the future of this part of -the
country.

“In a sense, all of us out here
involved In this problem of ade-
quate water supply must become
visionary,” he said.

Health Officer
States Disease .
Un(!e_n.'_ Control

Need For = Hysterics,
Dr. J. L. Pomeroy
Declares’
e
“Business as usual with proper
precautionary hygilenic measures

carefully observed!"

That is the advice of Dr. J, L.
Pomeroy, county health officer, as
regards “Infantile paralysis or any

to

@

a
at
of

No

1

for all r at the CI e | other
of Commerce or the Herald office| “There is no need for the public
on El Prado, to \become hysterical because a

Good Reasons “Why" i
Consensus, of the reasons given
by the numerous signers to date
-reveal -that the - people -of this city
are determined to express thelr
views In a concrete form by end-
ing the long standing controversy
with the inadequate and expensive
water facllities now in existance’
Here are some of the more ‘out-
standing reasons given by signers
of the petitions . why they affixed
their names to the documents:
“BECAUSE 1 belicve " in the
right of vote in order to expreas
my ‘citizenship,” : :
“BECAUSE I am tired of the
“water s com y's - domination  of
my taste and pockethook."
“BECAUSE I know the city can

(Continued on ‘Page 4)

certain disease happens to appear
in epldemic form in one district or
another,” states Dr. Pomeroy, *“In
public health we are prepared for
Just “such emergencies,  That' 1s
why we have public health de-
partments, just as we have fire
departients, Epldemics of flu, of
measles, of vavious diseases, just
like fires, continually break out all
over the country here and there.

“Preparedness the year round,
and night and day, is the watch
word of public health" the health
officer continued. “The  situation
as concerns Infantile parvalysis at
the pregent time is not alarming.
It I1s well under control, Through

the - -health . ceuters. . which - are
strategically - situated - In - various
out-lylng localities, the ' county

or city . traffic |

(Continued on Page 8)

Night To Demand

Indignant Citizens Plan To' Storm City Hall Tuesday
Water System

An Editorial
By GROVER C. WHYTE

tion for,’ Public

It's time for a show-down on the water situation!
Back files of the Torrdnca Herald reveal the
astonishing fact that this important public utility has
been aggravating the water consumers of Torgance for:

over eight years.
further delay.. .

Surely nothing can be gained by

As this is written Wednesday morning, exactly 627
Torrance residents have signed the. petition to the
- City Council requesting that body to postpone action :
on the 50-year franchise to the Torrance Water, Light
and Power Company until after the people have an
opportunity to vote upon the ‘plan for a publicly owned

and operated water systam for Torrance.

The petition

also urges the City Council to immediately start action

" for submitting the proposition of a municipal water
system to voters within sixty days.

In the face of such a large petition, it is hard to

conceive of any city rgpresentative opposing* the re-

quest.

Why should the City Council give, any en-

couragement to' the Torrance ‘Water, Light and Power .

Company at this time.

.This company, -owned by

Eastern capitalists, had its opportunity lagt Fall to

make good, and failed.

Those of you. who crowded

into the.Council Chamber last November will remember
the statement.of A. J. Roberti, general manager of the
Torrance Water, Light and Power Company, and a
group of other water companies in the nortnern part of
the state. Roberti promised the City Council that thg
matter would be takan care of satisfactorily ‘‘within

60 days.”

That was last November, nearly 270 days,

and still the water is unsatisfactory and the rates, are

just as high.

Why should we walt any ionger? For more vague

‘promises to be unfulfilled?

To continue paying:$2i25

f6¢1000 cubic feet -of-water-when other nearsby cities..

pay only 50c

to 90c?  To'pay an additional $2.00 to

$4.00 a ‘month for bottled drinking water because we. '
—cannot stand to drink the water this private company

sells us’ at such high rates?

To tolerate low: water

pressure because of weak rotting pipes?

No!

Public opinion demands that Torrance shall

be placed on an equal basis with other wide-awake
‘communities.. We want pure clean water through clean
new. pipes.  No dirty uncovered reservoir, whose water

is so. filthy that you cannot see the bottom.
October, Harry < Dolley, Carl Hyde and the' writer

Last

visited 'this reservoir and at high noon on a bright.
sunny day, we were unable to se2 a light coloyed fire

bucket three feet under the surface of the water.

You

can see fifty|'to a hundrad feet below the. surface of °
the ocean under similar circumstances.

1f there is any of the Torrance Water, Light and
Powser Company’s equipment suitable for use, such as,

fire hydrants, meters,

purchased . at. satisfactory prices, it might

the City to purchase it.. But the time to.

ete., and this equipment can be
{e wise for

argain for

this equipment is AFTERthe people decide to put in .

a municipal system, not BEFORE.

That's just good

business strategy, and if you don’t believe it, ask any

Hebrew or Scotchmaei.
Right here, I want to

express my hearty thanks

for the splendid support given, the Torrance Herald by
the loyal Torrance citizens who volunteered their serv-

ices in circulating petitions.

It certainly was fine of

all of you, and I know you have the gratitude of the
long suffering water consumers as well.

Now, this is important!

Next Tuesday, August 5,

at 7:45 p.m. in'the Council Chamber, these petitions

will be read. The question of

pany 'its 50-year franchise
..meeting.

Let's pack the Council

Tranﬁng the water com-
[

will also come up at this

Come up and voice your protest personally.
Chamber

and insist that

ACTION BE TAKEN AT ONCE FOR ‘REMEDYING
THIS ANNOYING AND' COSTLY' SITUATION.' It's"

¥

time to call for a show-down, and next Tuesday night
is the time to. BE PRESENT! i

Torrance Receiviﬁg Share
of - National Publ@city

California and Torrance are receiving national publicity
this week through the distribution of the fourth annual
edition of the California Markets Survey and Newspaper
Directory of the California Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation, of which The Torrance Herald is a member,

Official 1980° census figures, vital
manufacturing” and retail statistics
relating to Torrance and its trad-
ihg area are contained in the 188
pages of complete information re-
garding California.

An Index in the front of the
book 1ists every newspaper in
California and gives avalilable perti-
nent information concerning each.
Following the index are arranged
complete data on the more than
800 cities and towns represented
by the membership of the Cali-
fornia Newspaper Publishers As-
soclation,

“Calitornia, .the . Growing Mar-
ket Is the theme of the hook
this year with the following pre-
face: 3
“cfilitornia has been proven the

’mumsl

growing ¢+ market In the
United States by the official gov-
ernment 1930 cengus flgures.
“California ~ was the greatest
galner in population among the
states of the Union for the decen-
ninl period from 1920 to 1030,
“Californin’s percentage of in-
crease was 04.6 as compared to
the entire United States with 174
per cent.
. “As with the population figures,
government officials have shown
how the per capita buying power
of the average California family Is
high ahove that of the average
Amerita famlly. And an added
lure to advertising dollar Is the
vealization that California offers
an advertising conseclous audience
unequalled in any similar market."

URSDAY, JULY, 31,

New La Fresa
Substation To
Get Condenser

Largest ‘Type Ever Built To
Be Installed in
Local Plant

e

Company, Ltd., has ordered the in-
stallation of a 65,000 horsepower,
hydrogen-cooled synchronous con-
denser, the largest of its type ever
built, in the La Fresa substation
in Torrance, according to the an-
nouncement here of George C.
Ward, executive ,vice-president of
.the company. The installation will
Ire made at a cost of $506,000 and
the equipment,: designed to
facilitate the transmission and dis-
tribution of, electric energy through-
out a Jarge sectlon of the com-
pany's territory in Southern Cali-
fornia, \will be* in service April 1,
1931, The machine is being built
by the General Eleetric Company.

Mr. Ward o announted "that
the second' 1 00 horsepower ‘of
servi capacity was added at the
La Fresa station thls* week and

that installation of equipment for,
an ‘additional 100,000 horsepower
was under way at the Laguna Bell
substation, between Vernon and
Compton. [The service capacity of
the La Fresa stations now is 2
000 horsepower and

the npany’s 556,300
power. Both are major switching

0,
the

Horgey

The Southern California. Edison |

Company is expectad at the

Presentation of a numbe
*

WESTMINSTER CITIZENS
TO GET WATER SYSTEM

to 1 in favor of
the hment of ‘a lic);
owned: and adequate” water sys-
tem, citizens of Westminster, a
pragressive community (east ‘of
tong Beach in Orange \county,
went to the polls Monday and
declared their faith in a com-
munity-owned enterprige.

The vote was 79 for'the pro-
position and only seven again{.’
According to the election boarc
the vote was almost 100 ' per
cent of those present in\ the
town at the time of the election.

The new. system :will be pat-
terned after the -one at. Garden
Grove, [t will be under. the

COUNGIL EXPECTED T0 ACT ON
WHTER FRANCHISE AUSUST §

Petitions Demanding Postponament Until Citizens Have
Chance To Vote on Publicly Owned System: Will-Be
Presented at Tuesday Night's Session

Decisive action by the city - council on the Propos
50-year franchise to the Torrance Water, Light and Power

next meeting of the council

whichi will be held at 7:45 p.m., Tuesday, August 5.

r.of petitions:carrying hun- &
dreds of signatures of local’ resi=
dents asking = that the ' couneil ~
postpone action on the franchise g2
until  after ‘the question . of =&
publicly owned water system may
be ‘voted upon: will be made at
that meeting, 1 A
These petitions, which have re- " &
celved enthusiastic  support i
throughout the city, are expected
to point  the way to the council
and start proceedings for a special *
election to, be lield “within' sixty
days to deteymine, once and for
all, if theé city “Is to 'have & .
publicly owned water system, 3
Ten citizens’ of . Torranceg ite
clréulating the petitions to he pris
sented to the council at this:meets
ing. They invite any.resident of
the city to either call ‘af theit
place of business or at® their hom
to sign this  important document,’
Those who have petitions zare

county district Syste
take over wells: owned small
tracts and establish two large

Tax-Free City in

Kansas Owes All
To Civic Utilities

Fgrmer Resident States Tor-

rance Should Have Own
Water System

Municipal ownership of utilities
has a Strong- supporter in L I\
Barton, of 1211 El Prado avenue,
who benefited from such -owner-
“ship before he came to Torrance,
and who is a former resident of
what is perhaps .the most unique
city in the United States.

Barton is from Chanute, Kansas
—a. city where all municipal ex-
penses and even a cemetery is pald
by city owned utilities. ¥

“I want to see Towrance
over its own water systém
cause [ know the advantage
hoth the tax and the water
payers,” he_said today.

Built by Utilities

Back. in Chanute, Kansas, where
Mr, Barton was connected with the
municipal utilities, & profit of
$164,000 ‘over and above-all oper-
ating  costs, replacenients, ex-
tensions and repalrs was collected
last year, he said. The city has

take
be-

to
bill

for the past 80 years. Other
utilities -owned are gas and elec-+
tricity.

“Compare these nigures for water
rates,” Mr. Barton urged, “Cha-
nute,, 60-cent minimum and 2§
cents for each 1200 gallons there-
after; Torrance, - $2.26 ° per 1000
cubic feet! That's talking in
terms people can understand, T be-
lleve, and shows what properly
operated municipal ownership can
produce."

Mr, Barton's former home town
also owns a free cemetery, he said,
and has many of-the advantages of

(Continued on Page 3)

Man Killed As
Borrowed Auto

Overturns Here

Thoﬁght To Have Been
Speeding; Body
To Pomona

Belleved to have been iraveling
at a high rate of aspeed, a man
identifled as Fred Venema, 20, of
Los Angeles, was almost Instantly
killed Monday night when the
borrowed car he was driving over-
turned after striking  the. storm
drain on Redondo . bouleyard at
Maple street.

Venema, who: I8 reported to be
a natlve of Holland, was pinned
underneath the machine. He was
identified by George Huisken, Los
Angeles, who was called to
city by police when his name was
found, on the registration cortifis
cate In the wrecked car.

Hulsken said he lent Vener:a the
machine to go to a dalry near here
where Venema thought.he had a
chance of work, ‘The deccased, s
thought to have a brother-in-law
in Hollywaod and a brother in
Pomona. The hody  was renoved
to Stone and Myers and later \vas

been running its own water system |-

this,|

plants with pressure

tanks. Ne: wells  will  be
drilled and new. maing laid, thus
guarapteeing for Westminster
pure,  sweet and  economical
water.*

CLUBWOMAN .

IN HOSPITAL

Condition ' Said "Same As
When She Entered
i Secretly
. e
Reported to be suffering from

a severe- attack of apoplexy, Mrs.
Lucille Stephenson, 40, well known
clubwoman of Moneta, Is confined
to the Jared Sidnéy Torrance Me-
morial hospital in a serious con
dition;

Attendants at the hospital
today that her condition: was
changed” from the time she was
admitted Friddy. Sheé had been're-
ported missing for more than a
day by her husband, Lawrence

T , general for
the Moneta Water Company, and
former president of  the Com-
merclul National Bank of Morneta.

‘All-Night Search

Circumstances under which Mrs,

Stephenson was removed to the in-

said

gtitution were still  being  kept
secret today ‘as all- information
concerning her case was refused

by hospital attendants. She was
located ut the logal institution by
deputy. sheriffs, who reported she
was suffering from: a . paralytic
stroke  with ~ which  she was
stricken_after Jeaving her home in
an automobile.

Mrs. Stephenson had been seen
last Friday morning when she

(Continued on Page: b)

‘un- |

by tho Dominguez Land Co

C. B. Bell, 1644 Marcelina,
Shops; 'W. Rufus Page, 1339
Guy Mowry
C. Whyte,
ber of Commerce,
Joe Stone, 1617 Cota, Union <
Plant; Charies Vonderahe,
Cargon; K. Burmaster, ¢
Micheal Strasz 1336 Kl Prado,
Herald ' office; Earl. Conner, 1626
Cabrillo, ant W.s A, Teagarden, =
£61 Cabrillo. %
\ Attend This Meetingl /.
Every “citizen . in  Tarrance® is
urged to be present at the council
meethyg August’’5 . to lend their
HUppoit to the aection  whielir!
end. dil, controversy over the wate
question. L =1

Application  for the ' long-term
franchise was made by the - wate:
company, = through its = attorney,

J, *R. densen, at the meetingheld
on July 14, At that time  copl
of the proposed  tranchise
requested’ by the . individugl
councilmen 8o they could: study the:
matter over - until the next:meets
ing: The .coples were provided
Mr. Jensen, ‘who also: suhmitte
copy of a resolution, calling
bids ~on . the : franchise, ~fOF}
convenience of the councily |
is this resolution and
chise that a majority. of the‘.‘af
zbns of the city are determing
throw out.. !

water company

place  of & .so-called
agreement! . formed by
pany with!the city platte
Torrance was. incorporated
fore the water compuany WAS,

ation stockholders to- the Ky

pointed out at the time the
chise was received ‘that it
“blanket' franchise ! as .no.
route or lay-out of water
and laterals was, given, thus .pe
mitting  the water mmmy¥
place thelr mains and llnog;
place' in the oity, = .~ ' A

.In explaining why such’'a frans

(Continued ‘on’ Pagew8)’

Interested in U, S. Steel's Pl

is regarded as a move which

Southland,

Such an acquisition or merger
would glve the huge steel corpor-
ation control of the largest manu-
facturer of supplies for drilling oll
and gas wells in the country, It
was further pointed out,

Such an aecquisition is expected
to benefit Torrance In a very ma-
terial way, it 15 pointed out, as it
is lkely that a tubing plant for
the manufacture of steel tubing
would be added to the Columbia
Steel plant here. Those interested
in the situation state that a tub-
ing plant s vitally pecessary on
the Pacific Coast as there 18 no
such a plant operating ' here’ yet,

Logical Logation

Inasmuch us the Ol Well Supply
Company ieals in vast amounts of
tubing the local steel plant would
be the logical place for Its manus’
facture, Such. an
reported to he under consideration
by the United States Steel Cor-
poration on the acqulsition of the

taken to Pomona for interment.

There was no, coroner's lnquu't.

Columbia pjant.

OIL INDUSTRY SCANS HORIZ

Well Supply Company; Affects Local Operators

That the proposed acdulsltlon of the‘ oil WQlf
Company by ‘the’ United Siates Steel Corporation,
operates the Columbia Steel Company here as a sub:

leum ‘industry on the Pacific Coast is the consens
opinion” of business leaders In thie

industry was |

an To Acquire Important

)
s

will vitally affect:the

thoge qualified to sbuk.M
5 will 1L
through; although it has not 5
beenofficially consummated. Through
such a  plan, the United !
Steel Corporation’ will further
tend its operation on the Pacifia
Coust  and  Toreance - would ' uns
doubtedly recelve a major portion’
of the benefits of such expansivn.
A review of the United Statos
Steefs year reveals that the ‘gor’
poration hus taken a st ho
on the steel mdustry ih this terr
tory through ncquisition ofc the
Columbla  Steel  Corporation
¢ (e pitali
$50,000,000 and located tn ‘f\
‘Phe * parent corporation hos* al
added” o its hy-lines by the®
chwse of the  Atar, Portly
mont Company. 3 4
Pari of Big
These two. deals
“expansion  progi
sum of  $200,000,
the United B

jon

There s no

t
doubt, according to

ation's budget, it




