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Torrance Needs Recreation Center
2c Per $100 Will 
Provide City With 

Unsurpassed Site
Social and Economic Reasons Dictate Wisdom of Voting

Yes on Bond Issue on Tuesday
June 16

HAS DEFINITE EFFECT ON LANDING NEW INDUSTRIES

Cost Low in Comparison With Benefits to Be Derived
Prom Exercise Facilities for Yonug'

and'Old

By THE OBSERVER
Torrance should "buy and develop the 3-acre tract at 

Carson Street and Plaza del Amo for recreational purposes.
Voters should approve the 'proposed bond issue of 

$30,000 for this purpose for many reasons.
First consider the social reasons.^veational centers have a distinct 

The demand for public playground 
has arisen naturally throughout th 
country as cities have grown and 
traffic conditions have made It 
dangerous for children to pi 
the streets or on lots from which
they are apt to run suddenly Into 
the streets.

Years ago cities gave n» thought 
at all to anything but the mere 
business of a municipality. But 
modern conditions have dictated 
that municipalities take upon them­ 
selves much work that has to do 
with the moral and physical wel­ 
fare of their citizens. This welfare 
is linked fast to the playground 
movement.

The Only Chance
Torrance has no public recrea­ 

tional facilities. True, the school 
ground Is large, as has been fre­ 
quently stated but the Board of 
Education of the Los Angeles 
school district does not install 
playgrounds in the municipal sense 
of the word on school property.

If the children of Torrance are 
to be provided with a well-equipped 
place to play, with Blldes, sand- 
piles, swings, etc., the city must 
do tho providing.

For Young and Old
Plans for the development of the 

Carson Street tract include facil­ 
ities for. adults as well as for 
children, tennis courts, handball 
courts, etc.

At present this city provides no 
public facilities whatever for adult 
outdoor exercise. In this we are 
deplorably deficient

A city Is a good place in which 
to live according to the advantages 
which it offers to its residents. 
Among the advantages recreational 
facilities stand high. 'A. measure 
of play and exercise should ,be 
mixed with toil to make life bal­ 
anced and more enjoyable.

Once the playground is developed 
it will be popular. Ask the of­ 
ficials of any city in which public 
playgrounds are located, if the in­ 
vestment has been a good one. 

Economic Reasons
Then the economic reasons. Rec-

the economic and in­ 
of any community. 
fficials are daily re 

Kardlng as more and more impor­ 
tant the living conditions of the! 

ything else equal

dustrial life 
Factory

Observations
Poppies Memorial Day and What It Should Mean

to Us The Turning Point of the
War In Prance

= By W. HAROLD KINGSLEY =

ploye
they will locate a new 
city which presents 
health-giving recreati

ictory i: 
the most 
al advan 

tages. This is not idle talk. The 
industrial committee of the Cham­ 
ber of Commerce has been con­ 
fronted with this fact time afte: 
time during the past two monthi 
in interviewing manufacturers.

The tract at Carson Street ant 
Plaza del Amo, offered to the city 
for J12.600, is the most beautiful 
spot in Torrance. Even if it 
not to bo developed as a play­ 
ground, -it should be 
park.

Aside from their m 
value the trees on that tract are 
intrinsically worth several thou­ 
sand dollars. It would "cost sev­ 
eral thousands to plant and rear 
trees to the present stature and 
beauty of those that stand there

Will anyone who doubts this 
walk over that tract In the cool 
of an afternoon and ask himself 

should be pi

artlsti

tho
vhat v 
IB tree

alui

hen let him picture that pretty 
:t filled with playing and laugh­ 

ing children.
hen let him decide if it is 
th while to pay two cents a 

year on an assessed valuation of 
$100 to make that picture come

Sentiment or Sense? 
Undue sentimentality is the bunk, 
it so is undue hard-heartedness. 
The expenditure of a little money 

each year for a good and beautiful 
unielpul playground is not In­ 

dicative of a weakening of Amerl- 
moral fibre.
modern communities are going 

refuse such expenditures- then 
them emulate some of the 

ids in the West Indies and bar 
(Continued on Last Page)

'Whale Oil Gus' Hits Torrance 
To Tell Students About Those 

Great Old Days Out of Bedford
"WHALE OIL GUS"

"Whale Oil Gus," a living re­ 
minder of the days when the wind- 
jamming whalers battled the storms 
of the northern seas, hit town to­ 
day with his 8-inch mustache wav­ 
ing in tho breeze and his sen- 
going cup listing rakishly to port. 
Ho came to address the students of 
tho Torrance schools and to tell 
them about the days when sailors 
were sailors, men were men and 
women were not governors.

"Whale Oil Qus" is the name 
he la known by In most of the 
ports of the seven stos, but his 
name i» Capatin A, E. Kolger.

Seventy-six years old ho In to­ 
day and hale and hearty and salty 
us the trade winds that sweep over 
(he bosom of the broad Pacific.

Going down to thu sea In Hhips 
at the UBO of 11 "Whale Oil Gun" 
pik-d up In .his years on tho bound­ 
ing main u wealth of «xperlences 
that make the hull- of u modern 
stay-at-home rise on top of his 
head like quills on the back of an 
outraged porcupine.

He's an old Bedford whaler, Gua 
Is and to anyone who has thrilled 
at tltu never-lagging tales of those 
hearty old mariners, nothing more 
m-uil bo said.

Around the Horn In the winter 
(Jus nan been an marooned on a 
cannibal Isle, lived ten days on un 
Iceberg, battled with a belaying pin 
In mutinies, cut cards to net) whluli 
ut u whaling crew should die whan 
tliu food watt running short :and 
well he was u Bedford whaler llku 
his grandfather and hi 
fore him.

told the students 
he in doing now

(Reprinted by Request)
J»TO soldier who served In the A. K F. wlil ever forget the Wood- 

red popples that raised their pretty heads in profusion through­ 
out the shell-swept fields of war.

American infantrymen twined those blossoms in their steel hel­ 
mets when they went to the attack.

Gen. Mangin, observing a regiment of regulars going into action 
with their helmets decked out in poppies, said "How can Germany 
expect to'beat an army of young men who fight with flowers on 
their heads?"

The poppies are significant of something deep and fine. To the 
veteran of the war they are a sacred memory.

The American Legion Auxiliary, sensing this, Is making popples 
for sale throughout the country so that they may be worn on 
Memorial Day In commemoration of the men who died' In the

The person who buys one of these poppies and wears It should 
know that he is perpetuating a symbol of epic courage and poetic 
bravery a symbol of fearless spirit combined with tender senti­ 
ment in the hearts of American boys such a blending of sentiment 
and bravery that they could temper horror with beauty and go 
blithely into action and death with smiles on their faces and 
flowers on their heads.

 K * * -K
JN other columns on this page is an article setting forth the fact 

that man appears at last to have harnessed the eternal power 
of the tides.

It the experiments off Saugus, Mass., eventually succeed in 
bringing to humanity the tremendous energy of the sea, the 

'.Invention will be one of the greatest in all history.
The utilization of the vast power of the tide along the Pacific 

Coast would accomplish for this already great western empire in 
a trice what otherwise will take years to bring forth.

Electrical energy generated from the everlasting motion of the 
restless sea and translated into light and power to illuminate 
homes and turn tho wheels of industry would accomplish for manu­ 
facturing along the Pacific seaboard as great results as those 
obtained by bringing water to the desert

  * * *
T OYAL to the American soldiers, sailors and Marines who have 
 " sacrificed their liveo for their .country, the Bert S. Grassland 
Post, American Lesion, will conduct ceremonies In memory of 
departed heroes at the Torrance High School Auditorium on the 
morning of Memorial Day

To anyone who has given a son, a brother, a father or a friend to 
the cause of the United States this ceremony is deeply significant

To those who have lost no relative or frtend that significance 
should be equally appreciated.

Memorial Day is a National holiday. But it is a holiday dedi­ 
cated solely to the memory of those who have died for their country

' + * * *
TF a vote of those departed heroes could be fallen, it is certain 

they would unanimously elect that the men and women of 
America on this day enjoy themselves. The religion of the battle­ 
ground Is "Don't bother about me. I only did what any other 
real patriot would do."

But lt x is by very reason of this courage and unselfishness 
always dominant in the breasts of heroes that we who remain 
should do them honor on the day set aside for such a purpose.

It Is not asking much that each of us spare a few moments 
from our lives to bow our Heads In reverence before the shrine of 
pur heroic dead.

Memorial Day seems like a challenge. J On this data ye have 
an opportunity to demonstrate whether our patriotism is made 
up of cheering when the flag passes and singing "The Star Spangled 
Banner" at otlr public meetings or whether It is grounded ftrraly 
on something deeper and finer, to be expressed unselfishly and 
devotedly when the call to duty Is sounded.

The High School Auditorium should be filled to capacity on the 
morning of Memorial Day.

ARE YOU GOING?
 K * * *

'MEMORIAL DAY since 1918 has had to the American people a 
deeper significance than it ever had before. 
For .it was on May 30, 1918, that the Second Division of Regu­ 

lars and Marines started on their historic forced march to the 
district "northwest of Chateau-Thlerry," there to plunge into the 
fray and by a bravery never excelled on any field of war halt 
the exultant Germans or. their victorious smash to Paris.

On the morning of May 80 the whole Second Division was on 
the march to relieve the famous First Division at Cantlgny, where 
on May- 18, that great body of men had crowned themselves with 
glory.

While the 25.000 men were on their way with wagons, artillery 
and trucks making a line 30 miles long orders came to halt In 
a few hour more orders came. The Germans had smashed through 
the line at Chemln des Dames and were advancing on Paris. The 
French were In flight. The American division was needed to stem 
'the tide.

The infantry was loaded on trucks. The artillery entrained. 
The transport started overland. Yours truly was with the latter. 
Ten mllea long was our outfit, and for the first thirty-six hours 
no stop was made to eat. The animals were fed as they walked 
uloiiK the dusty roads. Then came a four-hour sleep and then 
on again.

* * * *
ALL along that lino of march a people were fleeing before the 

Germman horde. Peasants walking, pushing baby-carriages, 
trudging along with downcast, tired heads behind craxy two- 
wheeled carts that carried all the belongings they had had time 
to gather up a drab parade of disappointed souls.

Thru- coming In one direction. On the other side of the road, 
In-udfd lor tho front; the young American army, carefree, strong, 
courteous, 'lusty, splendid. louay, dirty and fine.

* * * * 
r\K tin- evening of June 1 the Fifth and Sixth Marines and the

!Hli ami Mrtl Infantry and the famous 2nd Engineers slid down 
from the trucks. That night, according to plan, they were to go 
in as the third line. Th« retreating French were to continue re- 

itreating gradually until the Americana became the first line on 
the night of June !.

The Americans went in as third line troops at dark on June 1.
Two hours later they were the first line.
On came the Oermuns. For miles on miles their best shock 

troops hud driven all before them. Paris was only a few miles 
away. The flush of victory was on their cheeks.

And then they injt the Americans.
Then they met a new enemy who did not crouch In holes and 

IIUHK on. who did not fall back, but who, contrary to European 
rules ol modern defensive warfare, met the rush with a rush.

In.stiuil of running Into a gently giving line of opposition those 
Germans -and how Burprlned they must have been suddenly were 
confronted by a hoat of youthful . warriors who defended by 
attacking.

Tho Americans met them standing up, with bayonets filed. It 
WUH u lieud-un collision. And It was the German and not the

liiw that ed.
Ansiy at tin being frustrated the Germans i 

M to renew the attack. And uguh 
(Continued on Last Page)

jshed up fresh 
the Americans

HOSPITAL 
DRIVE 
IS ON

Ten Teams of Women Work­ 
ers Start on Week's 

Campaign

MAKE CITY-WIDE PLEA
All of Public Will Be Invited

to Join Torrance
Association

Women 
churches 
yesterday 
city-wide

representing Torranci 
ind civic organization; 
morning began/ the! 
campaign for annual

members In The Torrance Hospital 
Association.

Approximately 50 women 
taking part in tho drive. Each 
team, representing a church or 
organization, Is working in def­ 
inite territory from a list of def­ 
inite prospects. Mrs. J. M. Fitz- 
hugh was elected chairman of the 
campaign, which will close next 
Wednesday night.

Letters of appreciation to all 
who sent flowers for the opening 
of tho hospital and who assisted 
in other ways and to those who 
made donations or worked on the 
Life Membership campaign have 
been sent out by directors of the 
association, signed by Mrs. Wlllls 
M. Brooks, vice-president and act­ 
ing, secretary.

It Is the desire of tho directors 
of the association that as many, 
residents of this city as possible 
become members of the association 
which owns the splendid new Insti­ 
tution here.

This desire Is based not only on 
tho knowledge that the more 

loney coming to the hospital the 
less will be the rates at the in- 
tutlon, but also in order that in- 
erest In the conduct of the m- 
ititutlon, be shared by as many 

members as possible.
lie women who are conducting 

the drive this week are generously 
levoting their time and energy to 
.he cause. In view of the hearty 
 esponse accorded teams In the 
Life Membership campaign,, it 
seems certain that the drive now 
under way will be unusually suc­ 
cessful.

Success of Hydraulic Motor in Atlantic Forecasts Tremendous Possibilities in Gen­ 
eration of Electricity From Sea

Cyrus Crosby Is 
Taken by Death 
Thursday Night

Well Known Torrance Man
Victim of Paralysis at

age of 58

Cyrus J. Crosby, B8 years of
re, an employe" of the Union Tool 

Company, living at 1447 Post Ave­ 
nue, passed away at < midnight 
Thursday.

r. Crosby was stricken with 
paralysis on Monday, his Illness 
>elng of only four days' duration.

Mr. Crosby was born In New 
York City and had lived In Tor­ 
rance five years. He Is survived 

by his widow, Mrs. Emma, R. 
Crosby.

Tho funeral will be at the Stone 
and Meyers chapel at 2 p. m. on 
Saturday, with Rev. Francis Zeller 
officiating.

Interment will be at Inglewood.

Relief Society 
Sends Out Call 

For Donations
Muslin, Cretonne and Ging­ 

ham Goods Are Re­ 
quested Here

The Torrance Relief Society Is 
making a call for remnants of 
muslin, cretonno and gingham for 
aprons for the Community Chest.

Mrs. Janet Woodlngton of 1011 
Arlington Avenue will receive the 
goods and will be glad to call for 
U. Mrs. Woodlngton may b« 
reached at 119-J.

Ch: rleu Pennine-ton of 2828 80-
Avenue spent Sunday at

o with friends from Redoudo.

John A. Kno 
ton, who is given credit for h

for many ages. The photo above 
shows the experimental plant a 
East Saugus, Mass. At right th 
hydraulic motor is seen linked 
to a dynamo.

By FRANCIS A. GOODALL
  Copyright: Central Press

Association.
Republication without credit 

' expressly prohibited.

BOSTON, Mass., May 22. That 
ages-old problem of harnessing the 
tide's of the ocean to assist in the 
work of man appears to have been 
solved at last

The actual generation of elec­ 
tricity for heating, lighting and 
driving, of industrial units by 
utilizing through the operation of 
a hydraulic motor the tremendous 
lifting power of the tides Is now 
being accomplished at East Saugus, 
Mass.

The man who has made this pos- 
ible is John A. Knowlton, friend 

of the late Dr. Charles P. Stein-
etz, tho electrical wizard.
Knowlton was born In Rockland, 

Me., July 25, 1859. He began an
tensive study of hydraulics 20 

years ago. He first demonstrated 
idea of utilizing the lifting
  of the tidal waters by pro­ 

ducing a working model. Then 
came the struggle to obtain funds 
with which to construct an experi­ 
mental plant where tests might be 
made. -

Capital fought shy of the propo­ 
sition. Banks refused to do any­ 
thing at all. In time Knowlton 
succeeded in- organizing the Uni­ 
versal Tide Power Company, and 
the erection of an experimental 
plant was begun at East Saugus, 
Mass., five years ago.

Disasters Spell Success
Within the lost six months so 

much more power has been devel­ 
oped than had been ,considered a 
possibility that some portions of 
the experimental plant have been 
wrecked and rebuilt to withstand 
greater strain. On one occasion 
cast iron gears were stripped of 
their teeth before the power could 
bo reduced, and a heavy Iron shaft, 
four Inches in diameter, was twist- 
id in two. It was necessary to 
itrengthen tho plant's equipment 
icforo completing the tests.

Steel gears and steel shafting re­ 
placed weaker metals. Then power 
VHH transmitted to a newly in- 
italted dynamo connected with an 
ilaborute electric lighting system, 
vhen it was speedily learned that

.he load was far too light for the 
remendous power developed. It 

was then discovered that one of 
giant floats, weighted with 400 

tons of granite boulders, had been 
weakened to the extent that dis­ 
aster was threatened. It was de­ 
cided to strengthen all the mech­ 
anism of the experimental station 
before attempting again to produce 
electric light, heat and power.

The inventor says he might have 
been thoroughly discouraged if 
every disaster had not spelled al­ 
most unlimited power possessed by 
the tidal waters when properly 
stored and utilized through the 
operation of a specially designed 
hydraulic motor.

Knowlton's hydraulic motor 
makes use of the lifting power of 
water, one cubic foot of salt water 
being able to lift 64 pounds. The 
mechanical Idea Involved IB similar 
to tho mechanism that drives a 
four-cylinder automobile by means 
of a gasoline engine, except that 
in the latter the power is derived 
by the downward stroke of tin 
piston, forced by explosion, while 
the Knowlton method is based on 
power derived from the vertical 
motion of a large float, or piston, 
lifted by water. Tho larger the 
float the greater the power.

The experimental plant has three 
main divisions tho quter storage 
basin; a coffer dam, within which 
aro the floats and all other gen- 
crating mechanism; and the spill- 

ay, Into which the water emerges 
Her having performed its work.

The floats alternate in motion _ as 
do the pistons of a gasoline engine. 
By means of notched racks and 
units of gears the vertical motion 
of the "floats Is transformed into a 
rotary shaft motion, turning the 
motor and giving forth the power 
derived from the tidal waters. '

Tentative plans aro in readiness 
for the creation of a 50,000-horse- 
power plant that would use Boston 
Harbor and Quincy Bay, with an 
area of 55 square miles, for a stor­ 
age basin. Lynn Harbor and tli« 
bays adjacent to Revere and Wln- 
throp would form the spillway 
basin, with an area of 19 square 
miles.

Locks for Ocean Craft
If these plans are ever carried 

out it ,wlll be necessary to build a. 
dam across the expanse of Broad 
Sound, from tho estate of the late 
Senator Henry Cabot Lodge at 
East Point, Nahant, to the coast of 
Hull, a distance of seven and one- 
half miles. The power units would 
be established between the dam 
and Deer Island, covering an area 
of two and one-half square miles.

There would be no Interference 
with tho arrival or departure of 
ocean craft, for vessels would pass 
through giant locks similar to those 
at the Panama Canal. It Is esti­ 
mated that there will be developed 
power sufficient for the operation 
of railroads, street car lines, and 
many of tho industries In this part 
of New England, in addition to 
heating and lighting cities and 
towns at minimum cost.

Torrance Boys Sweep Field
In Gardena Track Contest

Bventy-acven triumphant, vic­ 
torious boys returned to Torrance 
yesterday afternoon yelling and 
ihoutlng their victory, for Hi-v 
von the District Kleinentar> Tra-k 

Meet on tho Gardtna High Si luml 
rack.
Competing with seven schools 

f Harbor city. I.onuta, Amestoy, 
loneta, Gardena, and Eshelraan of 
,omlta, Torrunce had thu largest 
umber of competitors, was tho 
nly school represented whose 
very competitor was in truck suit, 

and the only school which had en- 
s In every event 
ne school had only 18 com­ 

petitors'.
tie portion of space on the 

blcachera reserved for Torrance 
filled to capacity, and teach- 

and parents and pupils "root­ 
ed" and yelled until they were

Win First Aid
o .first event was a first aid 

contest in which there were two 
ounlM.
Jack Brown. Paul Hleppy, Robert 

Anderson. Merlon Gilbert, Y'lko 
ucervlch and Howard Totten 

scored 97 per cent on the first 
count. I-umttu WUB second with

t90 per cent. On the second count 
Torrunce tied with Lomita with 
94 per cent. This qualifies Tor­ 
runce for the big city meet where 
only tho district winners will com­ 
pete.

* Posture Parade
Next wus tho posture parade, led 

by 72 Torrunce luds perfectly ar­ 
ranged, every suit snow white, with 
their blue felt Ts on their shirt 
fronts, and every boy hod on u 
regulation blue and white felt hut.

Around and around that track 
they marched with their banners 
and colors held aloft. This was 
the biggest day In many of their 
lives, while mothers could just BOO 
their little shoulders and arms 
turn red with BUnburn. A regiment 
Of regular soldiers on divas parade 
wus not as impressive as the 
pageant of 300 future citizens of 
onr great Southwest.

For the races and. jumps the 
boys were classed as midgets, pri­ 
maries, juniors, intermediates, 
seniors, unit speciulti.

Stanley Such, called "Htunlex
Steamer" by thu boys, was a grfeat
favorite on the track. He won

(Continued on Last Page)

Coming Events
Items for This Department 

Must Be at Office by 
5 p. m. on Day Preced­ 
ing Publication.

FRIDAY, MAY 22
8 p. 111. Special meeting V. and A. 

M.. Masonic Temple.

SUNDAY, MAY 24
K.Tvicw) in all churches.

MONDAY, MAY 26
8 p. in. Special meeting of Trus­ 

tees, City Hall.
TUESDAY, MAY 20 

4:80 p.m. Meeting Board of Di­ 
rectors, Chamber of Commerce.

Public Invited. 
8 p. m. Home Frolic, Smith's Ktin-

croft Cafe.
8 p. m. Legion meeting. First Na­ 

tional Bank.
I p. m. D anc-Tyme- Orctiestn 

'ance. Moose Hall.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27 

8 p. m. Meeting M. W. of A., 
Moose Ball.

THURSDAY, MAY 28
12:10 p. m. Uotary Club Luncheon

Memorial Day Celebration
Speaker, Rev. Thomas Qrlci-
l.omltu.


