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~ A Danish Critic’'s Warning
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t Emerson’s Views on Power
By CLARK KINNARD -

A\ soon as a person or thing interests you, seize it,
absorb yourself in it. You will learn a thousand
times more by doing that than by absorbing yourself in
a thousand things and people.

As Georg Brandes explains (in his essay, “On Read-
ing), “The object widens before your gaze, and gradu-
ally expands to a whole horizon. Never begin with the
horizon, or you will stare at random and see nothing.”

* » * *

It is pointed out by Brandes, a Dane, who is perhaps

the greatest living critic-of literature, that the real im-
portance is not in the book-but in the way it is read.
“I do not, of course, mean to say there are not
numbers of poor books it is a waste of time to have
anything to do with. People warn, and justly, against
dangerous hooks, and occasionally the boo S(;:!' .
gerous really are 0., "1 po e TLalod Gl
not_oplsse = Hut these dangerous books are

- Cway those which speculate in the youthful reader’s
sensual impulses, or appeal to his idleness or frivolity,
but those also that represent base and low things as
admirable, or disseminate prejudices, and throw a hateful
light on liberal-mindedness, or the pursuit of fréedom.

* * % ®

“Next to the dangerous books are the wearisome
books. It is a sorry superstition that leads people in-
voluntarily to cherish a certain respect for earnestness
and erudition that weary them. Wearisome books dis-
courage people from acquiring knowledge.

“Histories, for example, are often wearisome; but
how many patient people keep on reading them be-
cause they regard it as a sort of duty! Do not waste
your time and energy over what is dry as dust, unless,
as a specialist, you are seeking for information. His-
tory is, and ought to be, the most interesting of all
subjects. To my.mind it is far more interesting to read
about real men and women than about fictitious ones,
even if the latter have been drawn from life.

L] Ll * *

“Historians sometimes take too little pains, and
describe men merely from the outside, without first
having acquired the intimate personal sort of feeling
that enables them to understand their hero’s character
‘and motives.

“Read such books as Carlyle’s ‘Cromwell’ and' the
first volume of his ‘Frederick the Great,’ or Michelet's
History of France, or Mommsen's Roman History. Here
on each page the characters are alive, and seem (o
_come forward to meet us.”

- . * *

HO shall set a limit to the influence of a human

being? Emerson, meditating on this, observed that
there is not yet an inventory of a man’s faculties, any
more than a bible of his opinions. £

“Phere are men,” he pointed out, “who by their sym-
pathetic attractions carry nations with them and lead the
‘activity of the human race. And if there be such a tie
that wherever the mind of man goes, nature will ac-
company him, perhaps there are men whose magnetisms
are of that force to draw material and elemental powers,
and, whre they appear, immense instrumentalities' or-
ganize after them, 5
~ “LIFE IS A SEARCH AFTER POWER; and that is
an element with which the world is so saturated—there
is no chink or crevice in which it is not lodged—that no
honest seeking goes unrewarded.

“A man should prize events and possessions as the
ore in which this fine mineral is found; and he can well
afford to let events and possessions and the breath of
the body go, if their value has been added to him in
the shape of power. \

“If he has secured the elixir, he can spare the wide
gardens from which: it is distilled. A cultivited man,
wise to know and bold to perfors:, is the end to which
Nature works, and the education of the will is the
flowering and result of all this geology and astronomy.”

* * * »*

All successful men have agreed in one thing, Emer-
son sees—they were causationists.

“They believed that things went not by luck, but
by law; that there was not a weak or a cracked link
in the chain that joins first and last things.

“«A pelief in causality, or strict connection between
every pulsebeat and the principle of being, and, in con-
sequence, belief in compensation, or that nothing is got
for nothing-—characterizes all valuable minds, and must
control every efiort that is made by an indgstrious one,

“The most valiant men are the best believers in the
iension of the laws.”

- - . s

*  Napoleon Bonaparte observed that “All great captains
- have pel'formed vast aehievements by conforming with
the rules of art-——by adjusting efforts to obstacles.”

» * . .

The key to the age may be this, or that, or the other,
.as the young orators describe; to Emerson the key to all
the ages ig—Imbecility; imbecility in the vast majority
of men at all times, and even in heroes in all but certain
eminent moments; vietims of gravity, custom and fear.

ephis gives force to the strong that the multitude
pave no habit of self-reliance or original action,” he

oo:\xchﬂas.
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TEMPERATURE
Our meats arve always fresh afid e
tender. Try our lamb, roast-
beef, or a fine juicy steak.
o o e e e Nl EYE . SHADES
milk-fed chicken is a delicacy. o

“We do it—try us”

—the comfortable

Macket Mo 1 kind — very special

ROCK BOTTOM

RADIO—

We are glad to co-operate with
you in getting the best results
from your radio, no matter
what its make or where you got
it. Give us a call when “she
don't perk.”

De BRA RADIO
INSTALLATIONS CO.
Vonderahe Bldg. Phone 73-J
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“Better Clothes Make Better‘Boys”

Bud Says—

“The first thing I like
about The Boy’s Shop
is that they have every
last thing I like to wear”

Everything Here for
Boys

THE Boy’s Shop is full or ev-

erything that boys like to
wear—good school clothes, play
clothes, dress clothes—for boys
of all ages from kindergarten
to college.

2-Knicker School Suits - -

It’s a pleasure to sell clothes that bring
happiness to boys and their folks, and
nothing pleases us more than to see boy
after boy go out of our shop wearing' a
happy smile as well as new clothes!

The Boyé’ Shop

Middoughs’
126 W. Broadway, Long Beach

CONVENIENT

The Protectu. Pocket Check
book is no larger, no bulkier,
and just as convenient as any
check book made.

effective means of check
protection that is abso-
lutely dependable.

. For your protection
—use and continue
touse Protectu
checks — furnished

S by us. They abso-

lutely protect from the time you write your check
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Watch for This

For the further protection and satisfaction
of our patrons, we are now offering them

PROPELLO GASOLINE

Proven by exhaustive test to be exceedingly
uniform in quality, properly distilled and
of great power.

Palmer Service Stations

Torrance, Calif.
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Licensed Embalmers
TORRANCE LOMITA
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INSURANCE

ALL FORMS

TOM FOLEY
Phone 185-M 1405 Marcelina Ave.
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LOANS

THE WINCHESTER STORE

1319 Sartori “HARDWARE"” REEVE Torrance
THE FAMILY SHOE ‘
STORE C. W. ALLEN
Men, Women and Children D. C, Ph. C.

We do only first class |
shoe repairing. |
Prices Lowest—Quality Highest
We aim to please.
Give us a trial

Hoffman's Shoe Store ||
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Office Phone 100-\W
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Announcing—

NEW STYLE
FELTS FOR
FALL AND WINTER
AT A
VERY SPECIAL
PRICE—

$3.95

TFor Saturday, Monday and Tues-
day Only. After these days -if
any are left they go back to the
regular price.

PLAIN FELTS- AND
THE POPULAR
SCRATCHES ARE
AMONG SHIPMENT

“Wear Hats from
Kelly’s and be Better
Satisfied”

ED KELLY

Everything for Men
TORRANCE

Across from Masonic Temple.
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