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A MENACE TO TORRANCE

The spectacular fire on Carson street in the
Torrance oil field recently sent dense black 
.smoke high iiHo tli«> sky and could he 
1'or several miles. It attracted hundreds ot
motorists and proved an enjoyable spectacle 
to many. It was the first oil lire near Tor­ 
rance, but the intense heat and roaring flames 
leaping into the air as the tank of fuel oil 
was rapidly consumed set many Torrance 
property owners thinking of the future flre 
hazard from this source.

The oil field is approaching the heart of 
Torrance as resistlessly as an ocean wave 
sweeps up the beach. Already a derrick has 
been erected within about a block of resi­ 
dences on the west side of Torrance. Many 
derrick's are within the city limits but there 
are but few houses near the present wells. 
The industrial section of the city has but 
recently been opened for drilling purposes. 
Several blocks along Amapola street adjoining 
the present drilling territory on the west of 
the city are now being considered for drill­ 
ing sites and owners of lots are looking for­ 
ward to the more than possibility of this sec­ 
tion being pan, of the oil fields.

There have been many buildings erected in 
this section of the city and there are more 
under construction at the present time. All 
of these dwellings are of frame construction. 
Owing to the prevailing strong winds from the 
west, an oil fire at one of the close derricks 
would prove a menace to not only this par­ 
ticular section of the city, but could easily 
consume the entire city.

The present fire-lighting apparatus would 
be powerless to check a conflagration origi­ 
nating from the ignition or explosion of oil 
or gasoline stored near dwellings. This fact 
was sufficiently demonstrated when both the 
Torrance and Redondo fire trucks were pres­ 
ent but unable to control the flames from the 
burning tank of oil that burned itself out.

The same day this fire occurred in the Tor­ 
rance field a similar fire threatened lumber 
yards and houses at San Pedro. Twelve per­ 
mits were recently issued for wells to be 
drilled within the southern limits of T-orrance. 
It is none too soon to begin considering the 
possibility of a disastrous fire occasioned by 
storage tanks of oil being allowed near houses. 
There is need of control of the situation by a 
regulation of distance or districts for oil 
tanks and adequate fire equipment for com­ 
bating oil. fires. The need of protection for 
the rapidly growing city from fire hazards was 
vividly demonstrated by the recent burning of 
a tank of oil. H. M. R.

SUMMER IN TORRANCE

With a tang of salt in the air and a sea 
breeze sweeping across the four miles that lie 
between Torrance and the Pacific Ocean, 
there is no urgent need of a Torrance resi­ 
dent desiring any other summer climate. With 
the invigorating air, cool nights, and absence 
of oppressive heat, Torrance is a favored spot 
that might be well advertised as a summer 
resort.

A few minutes' spin in the auto takes one 
to the blue Pacific, where the surf or a salt 
water plunge may be enjoyed. One may look 
eastward along a street bordered by pepper 
trees and see the jagged edge of the moun­ 
tains cutting the clear sky. Or to the south­ 
west may be seen the opalescent Palos Verdes 

. Hills, whose soft contour is ever interesting 
to the eye that loves the beauty of nature.

If the call of the mountains becomes irre­ 
sistible, a few gallons of gasoline will take 
the flivver to elevations where icy water 
splashes between narrow canyon walls and 
where snow balls may be had for the mak­ 
ing. Still closer are orange groves and beauty 
spots galore. But for pure enjoyment "sum­ 
mering" at home in Torrance has advantages 
over many highly advertised "summer resorts." 
 H. M. R.

THE TORRANCE SPIRIT

The official dedication of the Masonic Hall 
in the new M;isonic Temple on Sartori street 
Was an event of importance to more persons 
than are enrolled as members in the local 
lodge of Master Masons. The fact that when 
this lodge received its dispensation, October 
13. 1918, then- were but thirteen members, 
while there now about one hundred and forty 
members of (he Torrance lodge is not the 
most significant feature of the dedication.

The outstanding feature is (he Torrance 
spirit the now building represents so thor­ 
oughly. Lens than ten years ago this lodge 
began its- meetings in a shack with but a 
baker's dozen members. As factories brought 
more men ;nid the barley fields began to give 
way to (he city of Torrance a better lodge 
room was desired. A hall was secured in Lo­ 
mita, but ilie Torrance spirit did not long 
endure the inconvenience of that arrange­ 
ment.

Plans woio formulated and ways and means 
decided by which Torrance should have a 
1 idgo building that would be a credit to the 
city as v.vll us the lodge. The result of the 
careful planning and hard work of the va­ 
rious -members of this order are to be seen 
in the magnificent Masonic Temple now com­ 
pleted. ',

The outward substantial and artistic ap­ 
pearance of the edifice is in harmony with 
the interior two floors and large hall occu­ 
pied by the lodge. In point of size and fix­ 
tures the. lodge hall will compare favorably 
with anything in cities of larger size.

The entire building would be a credit to a 
city five times the size of Torrance. It is a 
monument to the Torrance spirit that believes 
in looking into the future and being prepared. 
It is the same spirit that prompted the foun­ 
ders of Torrance to put down well constructed 
streets, sewers, water mains, and all the 
equipment of a well organized city, before a 
house was built. The new Masonic Temple 
exemplifies the same spirit that prompted1, 
men of vision to erect substantial factories 
here when the present (ownsite had known 
nothing but the plowshare for years past.

This splendid new edifice will bo an inspira­ 
tion to every citizen and will impress every 
visitor with the Torrance spirit of doing thing's- 
well. H. M. R.

Professional 
Directory

Dr. N. A. Leake
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON 

Torrance Office Houn
2:30 to 5:30 P. M. 

Phone Off ice- Residence 13- M

Dr. J. S. Lancaster
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

Phones:
Ofiice 14 House 15 

Office First National Bank Bliiff.
Res. Cor. Post and Arlington 

Torrance California

Maude R. Lathrop
AND

M. E. McPeck 
CHIROPRACTORS

Universal (inidunti-H KOOIUM liil-i"-C
First Natl. Bank !tld;r., Tori:in,-e 

HOURS: fl to 1U, I ID 5. G to f. 
Phone l'Jl-.I CoiiHUltntion h'ret

HOURS: 9 to 5 

Evenings by Appointment

Dr. H. L. Hess
DENTIST

E. Corner Weston Street 
Narbonne Ave., Lomita

E SELL
Kodaks and 
Photo Supplies

Vou can have a picture record of your children and the 
t -re.'tinK places you visit, when you own a Kodak.

Come in and let us shov 
lo operate and how

Tukinnr pictures 
the years lo come 
those joyous days.

snaps!

they
'.-i.soiiably they are priced.

to spend your time, and in 
ots will hrinij buck rni-iiinrips of

Films and supplies. 
Developing and printing.

Malone Bros.
Phone 3-J

DR. F. H. RACER
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON

Phone 179-R-11 
Office in Barnes Building 

Lomita Califor

"OUR" HARBOR

Plans for the expenditure of many millions 
to further develop the inner and outer harbor 
are to be presented to the voters of the Big 
City June 5. At this election the voters will 
have an opportunity to decide whether bonds 
shall be sold at this time to provide fifteen 
millions of dollars for harbor development 
purposes. It is unfortunate that many other 
bond issues involving four times this amount 
are to be voted on at the same election. But 
the harbor .bonds have the support of civic 
bodies as well as leading citizens and will no 
doubt receive careful consideration at the 
hands of. the electorate.

If there is any doubt as to the wisdom of 
spending additional money for the develop­ 
ment of the harbor, a visit to the busy port 
wijl eliminate that doubt. The sight of scores 
of ships hailing from ports of foreign coun­ 
tries, as well as costwise ships, loading and 
unloading products of varied nature, ia proof 
positive that a day's delay in providing for 
the constant needs of shipping now using and 
desiring to use "our" harbor is imperative.

Torrance is seventeen miles nearer the har­ 
bor than the Big City that proposes to expend 
many more millions to provide additional ac­ 
commodations for the new shipping coming 
to the harbor. In many ways it is "our" har­ 
bor in a very material way. Though we will 
have no vote on the present bond issue our 
moral influence will be used at least to aid 
a program of harbor development that will 
not alone react to the benefit of the Big City 
and Torrance, but will be of unlimited bene­ 
fit to the whole region west of the Rocky 
JMountajna.
  Two recent industrial enterprises may be 
pited to illustrate how the harbor may be ex­ 
pected to assist in the growth of the entire 
southwest. The Columbia Steel Corporation 
is now expending millions at Provo, Utah, in 
opening up coal and iron deposits which will 
be made profitable by reason of the accessi­ 
bility to an ocean harbor. Torrance, being 
close to that harbor, has been selected by the 
Columbia Company as their factory location 
for the manufacture of various iron and steel 
products. Because of harbor facilities, sixty 
millions of dollars are being invested in oil 
refineries southeast of Torrance. These re- 
flnuries will employ hundreds of men -whose 
buying power will add to the already huge 
payroll of Torrance. Our harbor is one of 
several advantages that is working to make 
of Torrance an industrial city of international 
influence. H. M. R.

EXAMINATION FREE

All Work Guaranteed

Dr. R. A. Hoag
DENTIST 

Suite 2, Erwin Building
(Opp. Chamber of Commerce)

Complete X-Ray Service
1212 EL PRADO

TORRANCE 
Open Tues. and Thurs. Eves.

You Don't Have to 
Call

the ehii Kens when >nii u:,r our 

loultry I'ecd. The birds knou­ 

t's coming and they're i;l:ul.
Our feed is well IlUed by all 
ireeds of chicks. It keeps them 
at and healthy, builds Hum ui>. 
t's an economical teed, too -~

SOUR far In the poultry yard.

HAY, HH.AI.M, SK10DS, FKRTILl/KH. f'OAl. AND WOOD

TORRANCE FEED & FUEL CO.
IMS i'abrillo Wt. ToiTancc, Cal.

High-Class
For Burg-ins in Real Estate SIM

AUTRY & BELL
The Live Wires

Who Will 1'ilot You to a Good Home i

Listings Are Solicited

EXAMINATION FREE

Dr. Sylvester
Successor to Dr. I. F. Baldwin

108!/2 E. Sixth St. Phone 970
SAN PEDRO

JOHN U. HEMMI
ATTORNEY -AT-LAW

Office In Erwin Building
Opposite State Exchange Bank

Practice In All Courts. 
Wills and Probate Cases a Specialty.

Judge James L. King
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

Recorder City ot Torrance
Office F. N. Bank, Torrance

Phone 108

THE BEAUTY Oh'
OUR FIXTURES

will appeal to you every time 
you see them. Graceful, rich 
in design and tasteful in color, 
they will add charm to the hull 
that will never prow less. Why 
not 1'urnlsh your home with 
them? You'll have a morn 
beautiful as well as a better 
lighted one.

G. A. Carvill
Electrical Contractor 

28J5 Weston St. I.omita

PERRY G. BRINEY
ATTORNEY -AT-LAW

110 First National Bank bliljf.

Phone 169 Torrance

Real Estate
For Lomita Property and Information See J. A. Smith,
Original Tract Agent. The Man who spends all his 
Time and Money to Make Lomita Property More 
Valuable. Telephone I 79-j- 1 1, Lomita.

Residence 1531 Eshelman St., Lomita

S..C. Schaefer
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW
Proctor In Admiralty

519 Beacon St., San 1'edro
Phone San Pedro 1384

Union Company Well 
Sets Drilling Record

The Union Oil Company of 
California Is completing a well ut 
Long Beach which probably sets 
the casing record ^for a rotary 
drilled well. Five thousand feet of 
six and one-fourth Inch casing has 
been set with the rotary through 
2800 feet of eight aud one-fourth 
or about 2200 feet of strainer pipe 
below the eight and one-fourth 
rasing. The well is now being pre­ 
pared to go on production.

AIT EXPENSIVE NOTICE
Put What be yer charge fer a 

funeral notice In yer l>ap«T
Editor Fifty cents an Incli.
Pat-Good heavens, an 1 we pool 

brother was six feet tall.

An 

ceived

THE OOOD_BOOK
English periodical 

a communication

hun re­ 

from a

lender in winch lie sets forth that 

after ninny months of industrious 
study of the Bible he has discov­ 
ered that in contains 3,666,480 let­ 
ters, 810,097 words, 31,175 verses; 
that the name of God occurs 40,- 
027 times, that the twenty-first 
ven;e of the second chapter of 
Ezra contains all the letters of the 
alphabet, and presents much other 
curlouH Information about the 
scriptures.

These facts are of little impor­ 
tance in themselves, but are luter- 
elHlug as a revelation of the strong 
hold the Hlble has on the affec­ 
tions of the people. Counting the 

the Book was manifestly 
f love on the part of the,

luttei 
a labor

Lee R. Taylor
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW

1020 Cota Phone 134-W 
TORRANCK, CALIF.

May be consulted In Torrance 
evenings by appointment.

L. A. Oftlce, Suite 300 Calif. Uldtf. 
Phone Main 3903

compiler. It in inipOHHible to con­ 
ceive of any other volume ot like 
size exercising no powerful fascina­ 
tion that any one would want to 
count the letters.

And it should be borne in mind 
In co sideriiiB the .subject that 
while lobody, perhaps, ever made ' 
a com illation of this sort before, i 
thousa <!K have studied the Bible) 
just la painstakingly in other 
ways. There are well authenticated 
cases of naturalists, who not only 
learned the New Testament by 
heart but the greater part of the 
Old in addition.

It is no wonder that u book 
which is no Kreally loved should 
continue, thousands of years after 
it was first written, to be the beat 
seller.

Phone Uroudwuy 7550

TOM C. THORNTON 
UAINES H. TURNER

Thornton & Turner
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

520-22 Mason Bide., 4th & Uroudwuy 
Los Angeles, Cal.

Architectural 
Designing

I Wyukoop & Hodge
02-1 W. Tenth Long lieuch, Calif.

Phone, B38-378 
Torrance lief.: Gilbert & llanKon

"What kind of music du you 
liko, Miss Thirty?"

"I like simple heirs best, 
ton Transcript.

BOS-

FUNERAL HOME

0. W. Stone *
Embalmer and Funeral Director

C. R HEYERS, ABHistant
Auto Heart* Equipment

1204 Narbonne Av. Lomita

TRY A WANTAD EN THIS PAPER i

BACK EAST
ROUND TRIP

EXCURSIONS
Via 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC
 Daily from May 15th until 

September 15th .Final return 
limit October 31st. Stop overs 
in both directions.

 Four routes east via Southern 
Pacific. Go one way, come 
back another, if you wish. /

MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW

 For full particulars, fare and 
reservations, consult your local 
agent.

Southern Pacific Lines
('HAS. H. MUELLEK

Agent 
PHON10 1!0

Pacific Electric Station, Torrance

OUR WANT ADS. GET RESULTS !!!!


