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CIVIL SERVICE
HEAR CHARGES

To the Sheriff of Los Angeles
County and to Civil Scrvice
Commission "ol Los angeles
County:

We, the undersigned husiness
merl and residents of Lomita
Township, in the county of
Los Angeles, respectfully peti-
tion for the removal of one
Ed Voris from the office of
constable of Lomita Township
and the appointment of some
person to the office of consta-
ble who will exercise efficiency
in that office and endeavor to
give to the entire township
some degree of police protec-
tion.

This petition is filed on the
grounds that the incumbent,
Id Voris, is inefficient and
incompetent, in that he makes
no attempt to seek out law-
breakers, and has never, to the
knowledge of any of the un-
dersigned, even made any ar-
rests of law violators on hig
own initiative, except at the
time when he was receiving
compensation from private par-
ties for acting as night watch-,

man, but on the contrary,
when he is not actually en-
gaged in serving of process,

he gpends practically all of hig -
time in playing curds in a pub-
lic place; and on the further
grounds and facts contained in
the statement of facts hereto
attached, which we believe to
be true.

We further state that the of-
fice of constable of Lomita
township has come to he a
by-word and a joke among a
great majority of the residents

of this township, & synonym
for inefficiency, incompetency
and lack of police protection;

that we ourselves have many
times wished and hoped for a
marked improvement in the at-
titude and efficiency of the in-
cumbent or a change in the
office, and have been long sut-
tering rather than be the per-

sons to take the unpleasant
step necessary to bring the
iacts to your attention.

signed by 40 residents of

Lomita and Torrance.

The statement of facts that
followed and that was attached
to the petition was devoted
exclusively to tne public sale
of a certain Dodge automobile
on June 29 in Torrance, recited
the fact that after Teceiving
several bids the car was
knocked down to Frank Sam-
mons for $122.50.

That the awarding of the car
to Sammons was done unex-
pectedly and without warning
and that Messrs. Sharp, Chris-
topher, and Anderson were pre-
vented from making a higher
bid on the automobile by the
sudden and unexpected closing

of the bidding when the car
was ‘‘knocked down” to Mr.
Sammons.

_That on complaint of certain
hidders Constable Voris stated
that he closed the bidding and
awarded the auto to Mr. Sam-
mons when he saw Zuver ap-
proachinig and feared the latter

was about to put in a third-
party claim. .
This “Statement of Facts

was signed by B. M. Ander-

derson, James L. King, Harvey

Guttenfelder, and E. G. Chris-

topher, and sworn to on Octo-

ber 25 before Perry G. Briney,
notary public.

Standing room was at a pre-
mium  Tuesday afternoon when
three members of the Los Angeles
County Civil Service Commission
held a session in the chamber of
commerce rooms to listen to testi-
mony pro and con in the matter of

the complaint recently filed with
them regarding the efficiency of Ed

Voris, constable for Lomita’ Town-
ship.

Conducted with due negard for
the rights of the defendant and

the witnesses who testified against
him, the hearing resembled a judi-
cial trial without the red tape of
the latter or the formality of the
court of justice.

Taking the initiative in the
pressing of the charges of ineffi-
ciency and incompetency on the

part of Constable Voris, City At-
torney Briney called to the stand
many of the signers of the peti-
tion, following the reading of the
latter by the commission’s clerk.
The first witness to take the oath
and face Civil Service Commission-
ers Sam J. Chappel, Charles R. Bur-
ger and F. E. Doty, chief examiner
and secretary of the Dboard, was
W. A. Sharp, whose testimony was
confined largely, to the Voris sale
at public auction on June 29 of a
Dodge. automobile under attach-
ment proceedings. It is claimed
in the complaint that Voris closed
the sale of the car before Sharp
and others had an opportunity of
bidding. In his testimony Sharp
stated that he bid $121.25 and that
a moment later it was sold to
I'rank Sammons for $122.50.
Jumes L. King followed Sharp
and merely stated that he acted
for the plaintiff in the auto trans-
action and had heard that Voris
said as an excuse for closing the
bidding suddenly that he, Voris,
saw Vern Zuver drive up to the
place of sale, and fearing that the
lutter might interfere with the sale
by filing a third-party claim, had
knocked the auto down hurriedly

to Sammons.

H. L. Guttenfelder, when called
on, corroborated the previous wit-
ness’s testimony, and said that

Voris made the remark about Zu-
ver’s claim voluntarily, and not on
demand, as stated in the complaint.

This was also testified to by the
following witness, G. G. Christo-
pber, who bid on the auto, and
who, together with Guttenfelder,
B. M. Anderson, and W. A. Sharp,
signed the statement of facts re-
garding the constable’s remarks and
acts at the time of the sale.

City Marshal B. M. Anderson,
who followed Christopher to the
stand, stated that it was his inten-
tion to bid as high as $130 on the
automobile, but was prevented from
doing so’ by the summary manner
in which the constable closed the.
sule, :

W. A. Renn, as one of the de-
fense witnesses, followed Judge
Hunter on the stand, and testified
to the good character of Mr. Voris,

In reply to a question Anderson
emphatically stated that he does not
intend to apply for the constable’s
position in case of the latter’s re-
moval.

Dr. J. S. Lancaster, who was
called next, stated that he signed
the petition as a civic duty, and
felt that for the good of the town-
ship a change in the office of con-
stable. should be made.

‘“The constable’s reputation for
efficiency jis of a negative char-
acter,” said the physician, “‘and the
community does not consider him an
active or aggressive officer in the
performance of his duties.”

When pressed both by the city
attorney and members of the com-
mission Dr. Lanclster recited the
facts surrounding the recent mur-
der of Mrs, Treen. The physician

‘stated that the dying woman was

brought to the doctor’s house,
where she later died, and that.Voris

| called the sheriff’s office and told

them he would remain in front of
the theatre, where they would meet
him, while Chief of Police Anderson
and others went out looking for
the slayer. .

Naqting the reticence with which
Dr. Lancaster and the preceding
witnesses had given their evidence,
Commissioner Chappel interrupted
the proceedings by stating that he
relt the embarrassment they suf-
fered, but that the object of the
commission was to obtain the very
best material for positions through-
out the county, and that a probe
of the charges and the giving of

o A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA AAAAAA
vYWWWWWWWWWWWVV VY

Torrance

Show Starts Every Eveni

Adults 26c—Including Tax—C

SUNDAY AND MONDA

Alice Terry and

A REX INGRAM PRODUCTI

TUESDAY AND WEDNES

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY,

SPECIAL THANKSGIVING

—KNOWN TO EVERY' MAN,

Conway Tearle and
“The Referee,”
Bill, Chapter 9.

SUNDAY AN

Tom Mix and

“FOR BIG

A MYSTERY ROMAN

COMING SUNDAY AND MON

Richard Barthelmess

AAAAA
VWYY

WWWWWWWWWYVYVY

M %
L
<
<
Theatre
b ¢
ng at 6:30. Second Performance :
at 8:80 :
hildren undef 15 years, 10¢ :
Y NOVEMBER 26-27 5:
Jack Mulhall in $
“p 'HE RIGHT” 4
TURN TO 'IIEIP AND A GOOD ONE :
DAY, NOVEMBER 28-29 3’
4 ”
Herbert Rawlinson in “DON’T SHOOT. 3
Country Store 3
NOVEMBER 30, DEC. 1 $
PROGRAM 3
I 3
Bellamy and John Bowers in the ':
of Lorna Doone 3
<
b
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2 ) 4
Gladys Hulette I?f : 3
5 f Buffalo
and “In the Days o §
p
D MONDAY, DECEMBER 8-4 4
Palsy Ruth Miller in 4
STAKES” 3
CE OF THE RANGE y
DAY, DECEMBER 10-11 :’
”
in “The Bond Boy. 3
? . ” y
Here Soon “Skin Deep. o

. ICTURE
‘ UCTION DON'T MISS THIS
A lHOMA§ H. INCE PROD . PICT

AAAAAAA vV v
MWWV vV

«

WYV VYV VY

ANAAAAAAAA VWV
MAAAAAA AAA WWWWYWWYWY 5

sthe only way this could be accom-
:hshe(l. He informed the city at-
torney and witnesses that all court
rules of evidence were to be disre-
garded, so that they might quickly
and accurately arrive at the truth.

In reply to questions by the city
attorney, Dr. J. Neeland, who
next took the stand, stated that in
reporting the theft of articles of
wearing apparel at his home two
years ago his wife had informed
him that she had reported the theft
to Voris, who had replied, “Find
out who stole it} and I'll make the
arrest.” Pressed for an opinion
of the constable’s office the dentist
said he considered the ‘‘constable
a joke,” and that among his de-
quaintances the officer of the in-
cumbent, is never mentioned ‘ex-
cept with a laugh or a smile, at
least.” ~

““The office of constable is some-
what of a joke,” is the way City
Clerk Bartlett expressed his senti-
ments, but said that he had signed
the petition without malice or hard
feelings, but with the welfare of
the city and township at heart.

G. F. Christopher, manager of
the local telephone office: ‘“The pe-
tition which I signed expresses my
feeling in the matter and covers
my knowledge of .the case.”

Bitter in denunciation of the con-
stable was the testimony of George
A. Proctor, who, among other
things, said: ‘“Voris has never filled
the office of constable as it.should
be filled. He is to be found
in the pool rooms playing
cards,” and ‘“The city marshal will
never confide in the constable
where plans are made for a rald
or the apprehending of a ecrim-
inal.”

*Referring to the selection of a
city marshal at the time of incor-
poration, Mr. Proctor said the ap-
plication of Voris for the place had
never been considered by the trus-
tees, owing to his genenal reputa-
tlon for inefficiency. Regarding the
“tipping off” of raids, Marshal An-
derson, who was recalled to the
stand, related an instance during
the Fiesta two.years ago when he
spid he was prevented from making
a “pinch” of a bootlegger by . the
alleged connivance of Voris.

Mayor Fitzhugh, who followed
the two preceding witnesses, stated
emphatically that in his opinion
Voris was wholly unfitted for the
position of marshal, as well as con-
stable.

“The opinion of the board of
trustees Is not changed,” said His
Homnor, an opinion that was later
corroborated when three members
of the board were called upon for
an expression of opinion.

“The charges against the _con-
stable are unfortunate, but neces-
sary,” said the Mayor, “but I want
to assure the (ivil Service Com-
missioners and the defendant that
there is nothing personal in the
marter, but the petition, in my
opinion, is the expression of the
general sentiment,

“For nearly two -months before
the petition to your honorable
kedy was prepared, residénts of
this city, including myself, made
ppeals to the sheriff of the county,
but without avail, the latter refer-
ring the entire matter to the civil
service commission.”

At this point Mr. Voris contra-
d.cted the Mayor in the latter's
statement that he had made bhoth
oral and written -application for
the position of city marshal, and
demanded that the alleged written
application be produced. '

“The whole trouble is that I'm
a Lomita man living in Torrance,”
said . Voris, “and it's a job to get
me out of the town down to Lomita,
where I belong.”

At 12:30 an adjournment wae
taken until 1:15, when Constable
“Voris was allowed to call witnesses
in his own behalf.

The first of these was Judge L.
J. Hunter, justice of the peace of
Lomita, who, while acknowledg-
ing he had heard criticism of the
constable, considered him an “av-
erage peace officer.”

The question by the city attor-
ney directed to Hunter, “Are you
entirely satisfied with Voris as a
constable of your court?” the judge
said he was not; that there was
said to be.gambling and hootlegging
going on in Lomita, and that the
lack of arrests and convictions was
excused by the constable on the
grounds that he *‘could not secure
the necessary evidence.”

Punchboards and slot machines
made their appearance in the evi-
dence ftor the first time when it
was admitted that few,
arrests for the Operation of these
games of chance had been made.
Breaking in on the judge's testi-
mony Voris declared that thefe
were no such machines being op-
erated, or had ever been operated
in this township outside of incor-
pcrated towns, and in answer to a
aquestion by one of the commis-
sioners, said that he did not con-
sider it Bis duty to suppress them
in a town that already had a pQlice
force,

W. A. Renn, as one of the de-
fense witnesses, followed Judge
Hunter on the stand and testified
to the good character of Mr. Voris,
with whom he said -he had had
business dealing for many years.

“His general reputation in Lo-
mita is good,” sald Mr. Renn.
“Personally he 18 a ‘straight shoot-
er'; pays his bills, and is re-
spected by everyone in Lomita.”

In reply to a question by the
Criy Attorney it developed that Mr.
Renn was on. the bond of Mr. Vorls,

Charles Smith: “Never heard of|
any complaints against Mr, Vorls,!
'and so far as I know he has always
| done his duty. Have had oceasion
several times to use his services,
and always found him willing to
do his duty.”

J. Isenstein: “Mr. Voris has
served many: legal papers for me
during the past ten years, Have
always found him prompt and ac-
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if any,|

curate in making service, and con-
sider him a good- officer.” |

R. E. Johns, auto dealer and
garage owner, testified to the good |
character of Mr. Voris and con-/
tradicted other wsrtnesses by say-
ing that Zuver was fully informed
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of the sale of the Dodge car prior
to its salg.

In the matter of the charge that
Voris spent his time playing cards
in_pool halls, F, D. Murray, pool
hall owner, testifiet that *‘all of-
ficers played ‘rummy’ and that Voris
was no exception, He testified that
no one in his place played for
money, the stakes being cigars and
cigarettes. Testifying to the good
character of the accused officer
Murray said that Voris made many
arrests before the town was incor-
porated ,and he considered him a
good officer.’

Taking the stand in his own be-
half Mr. Vorls sald, in part:”

‘““There have never been any com-
plaints unti] within the past four
or five months, and the sale of the
Dodge: car started this row. I have
made more arrésts during the three
years bhefore the incorpoartign of
Torrance than all the other peace
officers have since that time. 1 am
on- the job ten dours a day and
think it is no one's business where
I go or what I do after husiness
hours, I make my headquarters
in the pool halls for the purpose
of gathering information regarding
bootleggers, and other law viola-
tors, as that's the place to hear
what. is going on. By being in the
pool halls algo I can easily be found
and many times am called to go
to other parts of the township late
at night, I always thought my au-
thority in Torrance ceased when the
town installed its own police force.”

Mr. Vorls explained in detail the
sale of the Podge car, but denied
that he had made the remark at-
tributed to him that “he had closed

MRS. ANNA KING CALLED

Funeral “services for Mrs. Anna
King, wife of Gus‘ L. King of
Cota avenue, were held Monday. af-
ternoon from Mottell’s funeral par-

lors, Long Beach, Rev. G. W. Me-
Creery officiating. Interment in
Sunnyside cemeteny.  Mrs. King

was a native of dllinois and moved
to Torrance with Mr. King, who
is employed at the Pacific Electric
shop, several months ago from Long
Beach. She was a member of Tor-
rance Woman’s Mutual Beueflit As-
sociation. Besides her husband Mrs.
King leaves a  father, Joseph
Schwitzer, three sisters, Mrs, A. R.
Parkins, Marietta, Wash,; Mrs, L.
E. Bell, Santa Rosa, and Mrs. Paul

Whitney, Long Beach, Three hroth-
ers, Joseph Switzer, Long Beach;
Lester Switzer, Bremerton, Wash.,

and Charles Switzer, Torrance,

the sale suddenly necause he saw
Zuver approaching and feared the
latter was about to put in a third-
party claim.” ' In explanation of the
sudden

and feared the same

in this case,

party claims,
interruption

Thanking the residents of Tor-
raice and Lomita for their frank
expressions of oplnion and stating

that as soon as the testimony was
transeribed and: studied by the
members of the commission a ver-
dict wowJd be - rendered, ni
sioned Chappel dismissed the
nesses apd left for Los Angeles,

L

| vewmber

closing of the saie he said|
that on the otcasion of two former:
sales ‘he had been served with third-|
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* KEEPING STEP WITH THE ¥
: AMERICAN LEGION
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Next ‘regular  meeting—Monday,
Novewber 27th, 7:30 sharp.
Club  Room—American
Hall.

Very important meeting.

We take this means of thanking
everyone who was so thoughtful as
to save their magazines and dis-
carded records for the patients at
CGompton,  We will call for them
on our next trip to the sanitarium,

There will be a special meeting
of the County Council of the Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary at Victory
i Post Hall on Friday afternoon, No-
24, at 1:30 p. m. Every
i member of the unit who can go,
{and it is hoped that there will be
several who can, will please notify
Mrs. Post as soon as possible.

Legion

| MACABEE NOTES
I The Marathon Soc ely was enter-

"tained Tuesday evening, November
{21 ut the home of Mrs. Janet Wood-
ington, South Arlington street, A
royal good time was enjoyed by all,

The next regular meeting of Tor-
rance Review No. .37 will be held
at Legion Hall Tucsday, November
28, at 7:30 o'clock. i

The Court 9f the Rose will meet

at 4 p. m,

Don’t forget the Macabee dates:
Buzaar, Tuesday, December 5; ce-
dar chest raffle, Friday, December
8, uat 8§ p, m, at Torrance Phar-
macy. Food sale, Saturday, Decem-

i ber 9, at “Hardware" Reeve, ™




