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(Comtinued from Last Week)

He paused again, then continued,
“THst might hsve been done, but the
chances are that he did not kill him
iself. 1 cannot positively state, how
¢ ever, whether it was suieide or mur
{ der.”

{ His hesitation started a long argu
{ ment between him. the coroner, and |
tl- district attorney. If Siyke had
! killed himself, then someone eise must :
{ have pulled up the bedclothes and ar |
ranged the body. What had been the |
person’s resson for doing it? If, on
the other hand, he had been murdered
then z very definite attempt had been |
made to make it look like suicide. The
revolver In the dead man's hand came
| under discussion, hnd Doctor Webster
said thet, though it could be piaced in
a person’s band after death, any
trained eye could detect the fact. His
evidence, while it had for the first
time suggested that a murder might
; have been committed, had yet done lit-
{ fle to clear up the mystery. I could
| see by the doubt and bewilderment in
! thelr faces that his uncertainty as to
| whether it was murder or suicide had
ic_‘nkned ftself to the audience.
; They looked eagerly about for the next
| witness, wondering what his testimony
| would disclose. There was little enough.
as 1 knew too well, that any witness
| could tell that would throw light on
| Siyke's death.
The coremer gzianced at a plece of |

| ley kindly take the stand?”

CHAPTER 1X
The Cry in the Dark.
I was a little stir of. excitement
| as Bartiey. with easy grace, arose and
! took his seat in the witness chair.
| Bvery one was eager to see him, and

 be at omee the center of all

Doctor King did not trouble Bartlcy
{ with questions, but allowed him to tell
| his story In his own way. He recount
| od our arrvival.at the house and onr ex-
| tion of the body. As he told of
| his reasoms for thinking that Sliyke had
| been murdered, the room became very
still. He described our search for
clmes in the tower rooms, and what he
! had found on the balcony. Slowly the
audience realized that Siyke had not
i been killed in any of the rooms of the
! house. dut on a tower sixty feet in the
sir.
He pictured in short, concise words
the body had been carried
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| down twe fights of stalrs, nndrensedi “You say you ety he  pap j
v Mo gl VIR " | playlng nervousiy with the papers in
i o i 4 3 vke -roling?” asked the 1o}
: ot ‘:“k dvag ‘?:"l‘"““r:: | k‘dnll’iol:;: Sigksuas reling?’; Askod.-tig front of him: He started at each yvivid
i room =t words, and could | €0 . " " — -
|a¢ from the faces of the listeners | The butler began to speak, but his ﬂ‘:‘e’;‘ usn!ﬁnwl;im‘m"ru;:n: :?uﬂi‘
1 that they 5"“ seareely belieye llle: \'\'f)r(ls \\'en'- (h:-.mnv’:_l {»\11 by l{I!}‘I'! ‘[“*iﬂ tturief: i speaking h.-’{:
stocy he was telling them. Ihe sensa- elap of thunder that shook the house. to him and helf to e yoasic be sald
! tion was increased when he spoke of When the sound had died away in 1he F0 S SRGE chouldl adjour; the DE
| the relmoval of the revolver from the | distance, he answered, “Why, ves, Sif, | ot until to;nur.'ow The storm is
l dead maw’s hand while we were in the ’; I did; twice” ; O ad that I doubt i€ we can hear the
| upper room of the tower. This was, As he paufied and did not continue. | .o of the cther i ™ 4
{ without doubt, so far the most dra- | the coroner asked him to tell us where s decision scemed fo be very sen-
{ matic moment of the inquest. | the guarrel had taken place and what ! He> “‘,‘_ ha:i Secn aadihe ta k;ear
! while Bartley had been giving his | it had been about. From the rather l ;']“\e of the builer's evidence De-
seif-satisfled expression on the but-| -

testimony, the storm

never a cheerfu

very uneasy. A

| rence had forgotfen It or did not wish . eves fhe chauffeur made me. won- |
to volunteer the information, I could | der whiSiyke should have kept sach ¢
not decide. It seemed to me (o be’n | a mans )n his employ.  When they |

| paper and said: “YWill Mr. John Bart- | came when he entered his room with

had come nearer.

thunder, someone wuuld‘?
and glance mouslyi
.

pext witness, the photographer,

attorney’s eye at this polot. |

\
| was fhe first time that whisky had  was g sHEht commotion ..

been introdueed nto the ease, T doubt
if anyone regarded its mention as im-
portant. The Iaughter made Lawrence
more nervous than ever, and he talked
taster and more Indistinetly, He had
stayed only a few moments, he 1,
though Slyke had urged him to remain
longer, A moment after he had heen
released from the stand, I remembered
that he had not mentioned the fact
that Slyke had told him he wag expect-
ing another visitor. Whether Law-

making his way between the chairs. |
ushing ‘the chauffear ahead of him }
King gaye the two men a pizaied |
fincorand then turned to the district

Potter

him

of r'onﬂ‘rnx at
her fﬂﬂ’{ i
The $Ho mén passed within « foot |
of tne #nd the crael lips and shift

=0 thmed to =oe ¢
was. and an expression |
n and dread came over |

%4

very important point for him to have
omitted. }

The butler, who came next, took his
seat to the accompaniment of one of
the worst claps of thunder that we |

the room; and turnime, | tavrrknfhog -~

niferney and whispered something todg-

“and m*;only every dollar buf
y means much, you
shoe repairing a

save you
bier ¥

up how. many pats-
worn through in

had yet had, a clap that seemed al-
most in the room. Then a burst of
rain swept against the windows. Al
through his testimony the thunder
made it almost Impossible to hear him, |
and he had to repeat many of his |
statéments. He appeared to be a
silent man, who seldom spoke of his |
own volition: He had little to tell
us and disposed of the card party in:
a few words. After it had broken up
and he had let Mr. Lawrence ouf, he-|
had locked the -windows but left the
front door unfastened, as Mr. Slyke !
had told him that he, himself, would |
attend to it later. Tn answer to o |
question as to whethier he had seen
Siyke after Lawrence teft, he replied i
that he had not. In facts he had not
geen him agaln alive. He had gone
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to his room, leaving the dog in the !
living room, a8 Was the custom. Hig |
first knowledge that Styke was dend

Miss Potter.
So far, like all the other wit
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| that had been heard. tos
lpr--\'untl‘! nothing that we he
| already known Then suddeniy
| #dded a new piece of information.
| far as we had been able to discover. {
| the relations that had existed bhe
| tween Siyke and the members of his
| household hiid been the usual.ones
{ T mean by that, that while there had
{ been ne unusual show of affection nor
any signs of deep grief at his death
there had been no evidence of any
trouble between them. When the but
ler was asked If he had ever heard
words between Slyke and any member
of hiz family, he surprised us all by
saying that ‘he had twice heard Mis
Potter and the broker quarreling
Miss Potter gave an angry start and
| turned a flushed face on the servent,
| who refused to meet her eyes, The
girl by her side looked around at her
{ aunt, startled. glanced quickly at
Bartley and saw an amused smile on
his lips.

With Hatred, Biended With a Smile |
of Triumph. i

2 -
reachedthe front of the Toom. Roche |
wotionefl the chauffeur to the empty |
chalr mext to Miss Potter, who drew |
as far gway from him as she could, |
and then seated Nimself on the ather |
cide of his prisoner. The chauffeur |
gave her a look filled with hatred, !

! Hlended with a smile of trigmph. It
conld see that there was something |
wrong between these fwo. £

A Sharp peal of thunder seemed to|
spift the air, causing the <rowd e
stir mneasily in their chairs. Again |
the lights flickered down for a mtrf
ment, and again the thunder rolled
A viclent wind lashed the rain agninst |
the wipdows behind me. and there |
was searcely a pause hetween the |
flashes of lighining. The room <as
Jeathly £till: we were petrified.

Doctor King was standing behind

his- desk, his face white, one hand |

}

heara Miss Potter

i
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ause of the thunder, and 1 deubted if
- = any but those in the front seats would
:x;l)h“\:;ll}\l::;dbm giad, to tell all that be able “to_hear the wl 2 that
# . = were still to be called. The distriet

«It was one evening in the dining | : -
= p: attorney cbjected, however, to adjourn-
room,” he stated, right after dinner, He said ¢ he could. not be pres-

and only Miss Potter and Mr. Siy
As 1 was about thought that

[Eler's face, 1 judged that he ‘was Dot
t

ti
ing.

ent the next day, and
we had better hear the

| were In the room.

| to enter from the butler's pantry. I back into his

on, something will happen to you

way in a;long, sobbing woan.

remaining wit- |

s ]
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was on the stand a short time. He SRS * . | nesses al once. Sinking
!w‘:t,nhc the pietures of the room \ heard Mr. Slyke say In & l‘?_"'l A ‘\"‘H chair, King asked the attorney whom |
l- which the body lay and of the body | You nyluke me slmf,. Then LA-‘IHI:.". ;u be wanted to call nest. 2 i
!u-n. and stated that he had seen no | "7““9' $: ""‘“" (;'m\'::g\?fu {w ‘u jlo The distriet attorney rose to his |
"""' in the dead man’s dand ;l:vNel\)e; . et thraugh. .1 tell fect, saring slowly, “I am going to
i o e . [T U M S R T
lq :ﬁ l.l': b'::L e b:;{ho:lg\: for you. That’s all 5 he“;d’ f}:r they | © l;.lui ‘\\\‘;‘lc';' he was going to add
= k to his| left the room by another door. we never discovered. Just: at il
very much fright '“‘cm ped | Do you know what they were talk-| Lo o g ere - tonrific Sash OF
i g berpy g o | ing_about 3 lightning that seemed to burn its
d that it | : 3 g way
when be beard a shof, an The butler was silent a moment, .
sounded as if it were up In the air. e s i oaking. across the reom, followed by a deaf-
@ then shook his head W ithout speaking. | Lo 1i5°of thunder. With 8 siza)
The time, he thought, was somewhere “And when was the gecond oceasion | p N ent out and left the room
between two and three fn the mOrh- | ., .. you heard them quarreling?” be :‘; m_‘:“; = the mside of a coal mine. !
ing was asked, ¥
i When he bad returned to his seat | .y was about a week later, 1 think. L‘;“: :‘::::hmne:;‘ ::"z;l::’_‘ It
the step-daughter took his place. Her} o oming, when I was passing Mr. | the most stont-hearted.

‘M face flushed under the many | giope's room, I heard them again. He (he. Tamble" 00~ N et
eyes that were turned upon ber, and | coo0 fo be very angry about some fioad under e
i‘ mever looked up. Her story Was | g 1 don't know what. His voice g %1 d:mt":‘uule.d“”‘wumn&l !
{ the ome that she had told to Bartley | oo joud enough to be heard throvsh - 5¢ get a light—lamps or camllesY" |
| and she added nothing new (o it. In}| . closed door, ‘T wish you could kes<p Someone pushied back a chair, and |
_amswer to 8 question as 0 whether | ,,yr mouth shut. It's none of your m;“ e iaealy. iaing shove .“' .}
she had gianced at her stepfather's |1 oce anyhow.’ Then 1 heard Miss 3 ringing through the room with al
door when she passcr e mlgml 05 | Potter: she was SO ul.w,' .1.\:“' torror that seemed to glue me to m!%
the murder, she replied “““ she ‘: walt and see. It will be my business o oapg o shriek of terror. It was'
and that it was closed. Catehing the | i vou are not careful- If you <ustained for & second. then died |

Bartley motioned him. to his side and | This was an astonishing piece of l} '
they together for & moment. |, cormation, After all. things had not e ! ;
The attorney then “:'d :: ; yone as smoothly in the huluscllu.l.l u\-l 2k i |
when y cod, What the last €x°
=y :«:ﬂ-mm At thé | had supposed Ml A hetuing | - Sudden Death. i 2 Manzien,; 5.en waisl
came pression, If you .l For & MO the oy had - ‘ 9 729 '
gquestivn, she answered that the dog | i1 happen to you,” might mean, 1 Fopys m:‘e:l,“‘u gy Hen R ‘4.\' e
had met her at the tront door, smelled could not decide. It might have bheen oo e dashi of the rain azainst | rubber P AR
of ber dress, and followed her o thel, threat: and, 10 view of what he windews and -the lasking of the | harg:
stairway before going back 1o his rug | ¢ cen place, it wonld be nece treas ouiBON Evaryons was 190 B hergen o
When she left the gtand, ber testl | \jigy Potter to explain it. (o iad frightened 10 move. [ i i-.:"‘:::‘:’ S0 :
meony bad not added anything to what | .+ per, 1 notleed that though angry | ev's haid on my arm, = ' TOWN CORD
we already knew. and nervous ghe was not afraid. She i king deep into my mmm:_ - uw, :;:“;:‘ + a
¥ realized suddenly that we EBeW | scemed to regard what the butler had e B - annl b g : the s .
no mere about the crime than'we had | 410 as mwore annoying than accusing. ol N evelted whispers what oy i e ;R ¢ ucRs—
: i'“ the Imquest Th"“s‘:'kl Wiien I looked at Ilurl!e_\;. l;(‘ sl.w‘»n;d Rinpeied. | e
n own mind that Siyke | fo surprise; put then I had searcely ot { o
::Jﬂ“l had grave doubts | expected that he would, for he made ‘h:"rm‘: \:“;lhm mn“'.:: (;::i C.om-:aadad [T %
3 it could be proved satistactorlly t0 | it u point never te he surprised at | U8 ol o on o mi BEST Lo THE LONOR . ‘
others. The almeost entire lbnenc:a of | yuything that might lwnillt:l up. k'llx‘:s s ":,wn 'md'( cad . WWMWM;‘mE \Dl’ R ‘ :
dues made It seem more mysterlous | hutler admitted that he did not kna 2w 3 ering . b | : : S o
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| gible. Even the pext witness, T Law- | that. with the exception 0f the tW0 | Tl soey whose fi could have I PR DTS O
}m& added nothing to our knowledge. | times he had mentioned, the relations —r e x = % B ; < Sl o
He said that, at the close of the party, | that had existed between Slyke and 2. Fs é Forr,
Mr. Siyke bad asked him to stay be- | his sister-in-law had always h:«"ll very X £ { 2 i : . ;
Aind, for what be did not KiOW at the | priendly. .~ {To be continued) = _ £ : ; M. : "
thme. After the others had left, Mr. The storm was DOwW directly over- 4 . g : ;
siyke had taken him up t0 his room 10 | pead, Olaps of thunder were almost 5 3 o) -
the and had ssked bim it*he | peessant, and vivid flashes of " light- A = &
' '.“nit.!o buy & little whisky, as be | ning penetrated the room in spite of OUR wm Am :
| pad more than he needed. | the heavy curtalig drawn over the 3 =
There e of laughter at windows. i Bkmc WL
this -‘;“ﬂ;l :npgmém. Though It As the butler lafy the ul‘uxvx»d,r there ! Y = /
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