,‘(r..nnnued from Last Week)

s few moments. Meanwhile I am
going to t7F & little experiment of
Rmy own™
He pansed, then continued: “You
pow it s believed by th s that
szes from the spirit world are
tten on siates by umseen liands.
test of the genuineness of such
ages is the absence of an oppor-
ty for fraud on the part of the
giam, and the fact that it is in the
writing of the person who is be-
ed to be sending them. If these
lis are mef, we can then assume
t the message was not the work
the medium, but comes from out-
de sources. I have a number of
jates here. and am going te try to |
gre a message on them. llmnmf
gre if 1 can do it. however.” i
Currie interrupted to say, “But, |
ohn. if the lights are turned out, how |
we to know that you did not write |
gse messages yourseif?" |
Without a smile on his face Bartley |
plied: “I did not intend te turn out |
light. I am going to do what few |
diums ever attempt to do: that is, |
see If we can Secure a message on |

se slates in full light. There have |

sen S0 many frauds in sllte-writing;

paD that a test made in the dark |
s no value™

As he spoke he tore the wrapping

{he package and disclosed § num-

r of ordinary school slates tied to-

with a string. When he had

placed the slates

‘ore him, he added:

'su might claim that these slates

message written on

the surface of

there was any

1 be wiped out.”

wing every move-

a piece of cloth, dipped

of water, and care-

one side of a slate. As|

beginning to wash the other |

he paused and sald to Currie,

I have not washed |

it and ;\-u;r the
Make a good job

listen to the medi
Sage trailed off in a large S.

“It's Mr. Slyke's writing,” "Miss Pot-
| ter cried excitedly. |
| There was nothing on the slate when |
i T placed my feet on it

Bartley faced her gravely, with
someiling in his manner that gave
me the impression that he was not at |
all surprised at what was happening.

“Then . you- are absolutely sure it is
in his writing?” he asked.

Not trusting herself to speak, she
simply nodded, ‘

At that moment the bell rang, and |
the butier passed through the room on {
his way to the door. In the second |
before his return, T saw Doctor King
steal 2 look at his slate, and, from
the startled look on his face. T knew |
that he, too, had received a message. |
Meeting my eyes, he gave me a faint. i

upon

s eried in |
The stairs, 'h!l;'niveml Graduate.

Al-a:‘:‘ front of us was the stair- | Phone 121-J.
way to the tower room. There | Dr. McPeck will assist Dr. Lath
the top step. was a tilly light, S e,
unlike any Nght that I had ever seen. |
Tt was hardly larger thaw a silver |
dollar, of an wumearthly whiteness:

Proféisi'dnﬂ*’

3 Directory

DR. MAUDE R. LATHROP
CHIROPRACTOR

, Daily except Thursday, 10 to
& - Phusil by vy

were almost more tham I could bear. ;only. Monday, Wednesday and Friday

{evenings, 6:30 to 8. Other evenings
by appointment only.

In office Thursdays during August
and September by appointment only.

Rooms 104-5-8
{ First National Bank Bldg., Torrance.
Consultation Free

;Tuesdnys, Thursidays and Saturdays.

Foley & Mueller

Hay, Grain, Feed, Fuel, Coal and Briquettes
Prompt Service FRED STOCK

FRED STOCK

Phone 172-3-3
(2 Stores)

wondering smile and sh

doubtfully. % hne:
The man whem the butler ushered

In was the medium that Bartley had

secured In New York. He was very

| tall and thin, dressed in blsck, with

white, unhealthy face, shifty eyes, and
hair a bit too long.

After he had been Introduced, Bart
ley told us that we were to
seance at once. The first
done was to place the
chalr in the corner and

and when he informed us that the
medium could neither move nor speak,
I belicved him.

At Bartley’s suggestion we seated
oursel es around the table. It was a
small one, not very heavy in construc-
tion. We placed our hands om its
surface as directed, and linked them’
together by hooking the thumb and
little finger of each hand around the
finger of thé hand next to it. We
were told that under no circumstance
were we to break this circle.

Bartley spent some time in making

|mre thiat we were arranged in the

proper manner. [ was seated with
Currie on my left, my little finger
clasped around his thumb, and Bart-
ley himself on my right. He rese and
turned off the lights, then groped his
way Lack to my side, and a second

| later his finger clozed around mine.

it over and over, examining
surfaces. When he had finished |
jspered to me, “There was not™
d thing.on that slate” |
same method was employed |
the other siates. First, Bartley |
d pshomudq.mmwouldcaui
one of us to examine the slate !
1 was|

| did not kmow.

I con’ess that [ felt a bit like a fool
as I waited there in the pitch dark-
ness. What we were doing seemed
childisl ; yet back of it all there was
such a general air of expectancy that
I was tense with excitement. The
great draperies had been drawn over
the windows, and net even a ray of

light penetrated the room. Just what 5

it was that we were walting for 1
Something might qr

| might not take place, the medium

washed little drops |
The unwashed

my task, Bart-

slates and said:

was no writinz

these slates. I am go-
to. each of you. Miss
hers under her

sit on his; the rest
them under your

ve us each a slate, and we
I wondered, as
mine under my coat, just

serious about it, |
¥ began to believe that
to receive a message

: at his
several' times, waited for five
E he said, “Sup-
you look at your slate.”
grinped, as if to say he con-
but did as
at his slate,
his jaw
big with
it several sec-
not believe his
g it to me. I
glanced at it, and in
There, how-
hand, r I
bad been blank
was written,
who steal whisky out
t will come to

credit my eyes,
Both sides had
ashed that when
they were still

slate in one trem-

, she tried to speak, failed,

tried triumphbantly : “It's a mes-
 message from Mr. Shyke! [
_would come,” and sank hack
br chair, adding. as if unable
the evidence of ber own
“I’s in his own handwriting.
¥ own, and he tells me whal |

the slate from her
& curious m\pres'il
He placed it on the |

and mine. The |

were large and looked as If|
had written the mes- |

wery weak. Too aston- |

|

had said: We sat in silence for a
b of

dragged endlessly.
that to me they were not the most
pleasant I had ever speat

Someone drew a deep breath, and
1 thought the table had started to
move. Then a silence followed, so
deep that-1 could mot hear evem
neighbor breathing. I feit as
were all alope in the darkmess.
the reassuring touch of the fingers
each side of me drew
sanity.

Suddenly, when I was
ing it, I felt the table under my

) gers sway back and forth for a

ond, then fall back upon the floor
a little bang. Currie breathed hard,
fingers tightened. Then without
warning came a series of temn knocks,
faintly, as if someone were knocking
at a distant door. I could mot tell
where they came from. They seemed
to be in the air, on the floor, every-
where but on the table. Ome
was sure: they did not come from the
direction in which the medium
Besides, he had been tied too
in his chair to have beem
make them.

Silence again, then more raps,
little running raps, never very loud,
that would start and stop a second.

ning to and fro.
“Are you there?” Bartley's velce
asked, hesitatingly.
Almost before his words had died
away, there came & series of loud
. almost falling over each other.
oice again, cool but

would fall over.

upright position with & bang, hen
silence again. A deep moan from the
direction of the medium startied me,
then more moans interspersed with
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(To be continued)
S Phone Broadway 7650

hs.

wAﬁhrﬂl. thin voice, ghostly and far
away, sald brokenly, “Oh—o-oh—I—
{t-feel you; 1 know—you are—there—
there—"

A silence, In which I hardly
breathe. The table tipped &
voice which

I could mot place it,

dared
to second
time and a deep
tamiliar, though
said, “1 am
do—not see—ine.
by-—bp—"

What it might have added we never
Miss Potter suddenly cried

knew. but 1n Joy, “It's Mr.

out, net In fear

you |
1 was murdered

|
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