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BRITISH SOCIAL REFORM LEGISLATION

Birmingham,
Eng.—“What - is
the most signi-
ficant movement
in British life to-
day?’ The ques-
tion was asked
of Aaron Wat-
gon, veteran lib-
eral journalist, at
the National Lib-
eral club, of H.
A. White, editor
of the London
Daily Standard,
an organ of the
aristocratic class-
es, at the Conser-
vative club; of
Robert  Donald,
editor of the
London Daily
Chronicle, the
ichief liberal journal; of H.A.Gwynne,
ieditor of the London Morning Post,
ithe journal which all soclety reads;
lof journalists, politicians, tradesmen,
men in the street. The reply, in one
form or another, was everywhere
ipractically the same: “The growing
linsistence upon social reform legisla-
‘tion.” .

Ten years ago the Briton talked
.about world ‘politics almost exclusive-
ly. Today, without losing his inter-
est in world-politics, he talks about
home affairs, land and labor and life.
Ten years ago he made faces at Ger-
many and planned a bigger navy. To-
day he studies Germany’s social pro-
gram for acceptance or avoidance,
and is content with a navy maintained
at ordinary strength.

How Britons Talk Back.
! Two avenues of approach to the real
thought of the. British people exist
which are not found in other countries,
at least not to such marked extent.
The Briton has not lost the art of
talking back. Building his home be-
hind stone walls, stupidly reserved
with strangers, he talks freely in pub-
lic meetings and he writes letters to
the newspapers. Besides other and
usual ways of access to public opin-
fon, these are characteristically Brit-
ish. He wrote a letter to the Times in
other days. Now he writes also to the
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than aliens, criminals or lunatics, is
denied an Old Age pension. All the
money for the pensions is provided
out of the national treasury—no pen-
sloner and no locality have to con-
tribute anything. Nearly one miilion
persons now receive old age pensions
—603,380 women and 362,628 men. The
number of persons who, as paupers,
received outdoor relief from local poor
funds, has largely decreased, falling
off from 168,096 to 8,663 in six years.
Of evéry 1,000 persons in Great Brit-
ain seventy years old and upwards
640 are old age pensioners, nearly
two-thirds. The annual cost to the na-
tional treasury is about $60,000,000,

“I think the greatest act of Parlia-
ment of the last fifty years, aside from
the Parliament .Act” (limiting the
power of the House of Lords), said
John Burns, cabinet minister and labor
Jeader, “is the act which gave Old Age
Pensions. It is'the boon of the benev-
olent 'Etate at the cost of the bounte-
ous rich for the benefit of the aged
poor. It works easily, does not de-
moralize, solves many Poor - Law
problems, keeps the old among the
young—and that is good for both—and
prevents the growth of institutional
life, which I do not'like. I am for the
home as against the institution.”
That’s the opinion of the friends of
the measure.

“A system of demoralization will be
established among the working
classes,” said Lord Wemyss. “Thrift
will be done away with, families will
cease to regard is at an obligation to
maintain those of their number whose
working days are passed, and self-re-
liance will be diminished.” That’s
the extreme view of the opposition.

Insured Against Unemployment.

The National Insurance Act, in ad-
dition to insurance against the loss of
health and for the prevention and
care of sickness, provides insurance
agafnst unemployment. In state
health insurance Great Britain fol-
lowed the lead of Germany, but in un-
employment insurance Great Britain
leads the way. It is a far-reaching ex-
periment in social legislation. “The
essence «of the problem of unemploy-
ment is that all work, or nearly all
work, is more or less irregular, and

Daily Mail, the Daily Telegraph, the

Grou‘p of English Laborers.

News and Leader, the Westminster
Gazette, the Pall Mall Gazette, the
» Edinburg Scotsman, the Manchester
Journal, the Glasgow Herald, or one of
a dozen other great journals, and
sometimes to all of them. Nor are
these Jletters from ‘any one class.
Everybody writes except the king, and
he employs a secretary to write for
him. At the public meeting the Briton
“heckles” or interrupts with questions
for information or impertinence. In
the theaters he hisses—which Amer-
fcans do not—as well as applauds.
The public political meeting, as well
as the letters in the newspapers, af-
ford an interesting index to the ques-
tions uppermost in the public mind.
Here, again, gocial reform legislation
of every kind, from the far-flung ideas
of the Fablans to the most conserva-
_ tive suggestions of Lord Lansdowne, is
talked. Yet more significant is the
legislation actually enacted, as the
program of one party or another,
A Millien Old Age Pensioners.
The Old Age Pension Act is per-
haps the mosf far-reaching. Under
the provisions of .this act, which be-
came law in 1909, every person in the
United Kingdom, whose income 18 less
than $160 & year, 18 entitled to recelve
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will in large part always remain so,”

sald Mr. L. G. Chiozza Money, M. P.
“Man can never hope to reduce his
operations to a machinelike regulari-
ty. He can, however, by concerted
effort and common rule decide that ir-
regularity of work need not mean ir-
regularity of maintenance. Society
can assure, should assure, to every
honest man the regular maintenance’
.which it now admits is due the dis-
honest man.” :

The Unemployment Act pools rigks
by insurance. It builds up a fund by
contributions from the employer, the
employe and society as a whole, in
order that when irregularity of work
touches a particular man and deprives
him of wage, there may be pay to take
the place of wage. The act provides
for compulsory insurance against un-
employment for about 2,600,000 work-
men, skilled or ungkilled, organized or
unorganized, in building, construction
of “works, ship-building, engineering,
construction of vehicles, iron-founding
and saw-milling. The workman con-
tributes five cents a week for each
period of employment of a week or
less, the employer also five cents &
weelk, and the state one-third the total
contributions of employers and em-
ployes. For workmen less than elgh-
teen years old the contributions are
two cents & week from both workman
and ‘émployer. The benefit provided
consists of weekly payments to the in-,
sured k whilet loyed af-

ter the first week of unemployment.
Workmen more than eighteen vears
old get $1.756 a week and under eigh-
teen years old, 90 cents a week, up to
a maximum of 16 weeks unemployed
in any twelvemonth. The gost to the
state of unemployment insurance is
about $2,000,000 annually,
Governmént Employment Agencies.
The Labor Exchange Act is, in every
way, a supplement to the Unemploy-
ment Act. It provides government la-
bor exchanges to find jobs for work-

‘I'meni and workmen for' jobs. If’ the

three years since this scheme became
operative 1,500,000 vacancies have
been filled and nearly 270,000 jobs of
a casual nature found for workmen.
A large amount has been advanced by
the state for traveling expenses for
workmen for whom jobs have been
found. The workman who would claim
unemployment benefit must first show
that he has applied to the Labor Ex-
change for employment and been un-
able to obtain it. . g

FOR THE OUTDOOR WORKER

Baked Cabhage With Meat, as It I8
. gerved In Russia, May Be
Found Palatable.

New ldeas for H.andz Boys

’

Baked cabbage with meat is a Rus-
slan housewife’s stand-by. 'Perhaps it

By'A. NEELY HALL =
Asthor of "Handiersl for flandy Bors,* “Tho Boy Crafuman,” ete
|

will supply the want of a new meat

dish for dinner. The recipe does not,

however, suggest itself as one good
for delicate digestions, but hearty eat-
ers, living outdoor lives, ghould find
1t ‘satlsfactory. It 14 prepared thus: )’
Shred one medium-sized head of cab-
bage very fine and stand it in cold
water for two hours, then drain thor-
oughly. Place a layer of this ghredded
cabbage In a deep baking-dish; on it
place a layer of cooked meat chopped
fine; this may be elther veal, beef or
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ham, and ham is especially good. The
meat should be well cooked and. chop-
ped fine. Season each layer with but-
ter, salt and pepper. At least a cup-
tul of meat should be used in each

A BOY’S DRAGON'COSTUME.

It 1s a simple matter .to make’ o
dragon costume, and a boy van easily

workers, and to include compensation
in the case of certain industrial dis-
eases. The Trades Boards Act at-
tacked the industrial and social evil of
sweating. It established trade boards,
composed of employers and workers
in equal proportions, together with
members appointed by the Board of
Trade. These boards fix minimum
rates for wages for time work in cer-
tain trades and may also fix general
minimum rates for pilece work. The
trades to which the act has already
been made to apply are: Ready-made
and custom tailoring; cardboard box
making,© machine-made lace and
net-finishing and chain-making. A
“White List” of employers who agree
to the minimum wage is made public
and no government contracts are
awarded to firms not on this list.
Early Closing for Shops.

The Early Closing Act, which both-
ers some tourists who find shops
closed at unexpected and apparently
unseasonable times, gives weekly half-
holidays all over Great Britain to shop-
keepers and their assistants. All
shops—American, stores—must be
closed one week day not later than one
o’clock in the afternoon, except where
food or newspapers are sold—which,
with letters, constitute the trinity for
which man will not willingly = wait.
Even excepted shops may be closed it
two-thirds of those in the district in
the trade wish them closed. All classes
of shop assistants must be given one
halt-holiday a week and the general
work hours are regulated by law.
Other acts prevent the employment of
women in industrial occupations dur
ing the night, make regulations re-
garding the protection of health in fae-
tories and attack the problem of child
labor. The Housing and Town Plan-
ning Acts amplify in their provisiont

.| earlier acts under which the state ae-

quires land for housing purposes and
deals with unsanitary areas and dwell
ings. ngiey
“Rank Soclalism?”

These are some of the more striking
measures which Great Britain's legls-
lature is using °as tools in the com-
struction. of tomorrow’s British em-
pire. g

“It is rank Socialism,” said one, “but
what are you going to do about it? A
reaction will come and come soon, but
until that does come these laws and
more of the same kind will be enacted,
weakening private initiative, diminish-
ing self-respect and discouraging self-
reliance and thrift. If the state is to
be a crutch, we will all grow infirm in
time and lean upon it. Contentment,
not discontent, should be preached.
We are sowing the wind to reap the
‘whirlwind.” .

“Presperity should pay a thank of-
fering,” said another Britisher. “So
much for the new taxes. As for the
so-called socialistic legislation, it is
not socialism but democracy, the giv-
ing to every man a chance, and so
far as honest, living wage and fair
laws for capital alike with labor, and
opportunity for education, leisure and
employment can make it 8o, an equal
chance. Is not that the chief business
of a democratic state? As-for content-
ment—did you read the White Paper
—an official report of the distribution
of wealth?”

“The toad beneath the harrow knows
Exactly where each tooth-point goes;
The butterfly beside the road
Preaches contentment to that toad.”

“The eyes of the fool are in the ends
of the earth,” said Solomon. In Great
Britain it 18 a time of introspection,
painful but profitable.

Lord Rosebery's Story.

Lord Rosebery told a story the
other day of an Aberdeen professor
whose youth was properly full of zeal
for learning, but who was too poor to
gratify it. Through one lomg flerce
winter in Scotland—where winters are
winters—he shivered without an over-
coat and starved without breakfasts,
because he had spent the money
which might have bought them upon
the purchase of a Hebrew Bible. In
Lord Rosebery’s story, of course, the
Aberdeen professor, for being faithful
to one book, was -made ruler over &
whole library. The social reform legis-
lation, result of Great Britain's intro-
spection and tumultuous discussion,
seeks to secure to all provision against
lack of breakfasts or of coats and, in-
deed, in the broad-visioned Education
bill, to make possible for those who
wish it, even the study and, perhaps,
also the ownership of a Hebrew Bibla

(Copyright, 1918, by Joseph B, Bowles.)

Sweet Balt.

Mrs, A—I told Willle on his way
home from school to get me a bar of
BOAP.

Mrs, B.~Oh, he'll forget it; my boy
never remembers.

Mrs, A—No danger; I said he might
buy five cents' worth of candy at the
same time.

»
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Minimum Wage “White List.” layer. A tablespoontul of grated play the part of a dragon once he has
The Workmen's Compensation Act A sprinkled ?:ver the meat adds Such a costume. There are. lots .ot
is not new, but an extension to other |greatly to thg flavor of the dish. On things that can be done with the dra-
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gon.. He will create a great deal of
amusement at your show or circus,
where he can be introduced as “the

this place anmother layer of cabbage
alternating with the meat, until the
dish is filled, having a layer of the
meat with its  seasoning and . the
cheese on top. Pour over this a cup-
tul and a half of boiling' water and
cook covered in a moderate oven for
#n hour and a half. At least half an
hour before the dish is to be served
remove the cover and add a cupful of
sweet cream; replace the cover for
fifteen minutes and then cook fifteen
minutes uncovered, .increasing the
heat. The top should be delicately
browned. If this is to be served hot
It should be placed on the table in
the dish in which it is cooked. If to
be served cold leave it in the baking
dish and put in a cool place "unitil
ready to serve, then turn out on a

he can be used in your next street pa-
rade; and when you go to a-party he
will be a very entertaining guest to
take along: He will be especially in-
interesting at a Hallowe'en party, and
if you can manage to slip the costume
on, unseen, and crawl in. among the
_guests just when they are in the midst
of telling creepy ghost stories, the

biggest excitement of the evening. Tty
this if you are invited to a Hallowe’en
party, and then write to"me in care
of this paper and tell me all about the
fun. = 5 e e
You will see by the illustrations of
platter: the dragon, that your body forms, the
: ldragon’u body, and that the only

‘framework necessary is that for the

FOR FAMOUS CREOLE SOuP ‘nead (Fig. 2), In making the head
e i framework, cut sticks A.and B (Fig.

Simple Rules to Be Observed in Mak- '3) about 26 inches long, lay them
Ing Preparation Which Has Made ' ! qown so two of the ends are 1 inch
Name for ltself. !apart and the ‘%ther two ends are 7

e inches apart, and fasten the wire loops

Here are some rules that the old E, F, G, H, I and J upon them. Make

only trained dragon in captivity, etc.;” |

chances are that you will create:the | .

Creole cooks give for soup making— the Joops out of about No. 8 wire, B
and if you have ever been in Louls-| : o \ :

it. Then after strapping on the head,

\ask your mother or sistet/ to wrap the

cloth. tightly about your body, and
mark the proper placés for hooks or -
tapes. Then ask her to sew these on
tothe cloth for you. These will make
it ‘easy to fasten the covering over
your body, but of course you will re-
.quire the help of some one to do the.
hooking or tieing of tapes. e
To.simplify the matter of crawling,'
you should have a small platform
mounted upon wheels to lie down up-
on. Then you can propel yourself by
means of your outstretched arms. The
platform need not be larger than 12
by 16 inches and.casters may be fas-
tened to its under side for wheels
(Fig. 6). Fasten two straps to it 80
you can strap it to your body.
, (Gopyright, by A. Nee})"‘ Hall.)

. Winning In London.
Mrs. Jolin Astor, the first wife of

| the late Col. John Astor, has as-
sumed a : position of importance
fn London ‘soclety. She has of

late been entertaining her friends at
little luncheons in her home at Grosve-
nor square. None of these par
ties numbered more than eight per-
sons, and were given in'the cool, de-
lightfully decorated dining room which
Mrs. Astor designed ‘herself.

-At the recent Versailles fete in
which the court of Laiis XIV. was de-
picted, Mrs, Astor challenged compar-
ison in the magnificence of her  cose

lana you know that their' soup s F caEeTare
worth emulating:
To get the most goodness out of & -
soup bone, it should be fractured ev- v
ery inch of its length. The soup
should never stop cooking from the

ke

time it is put on the stove until it.is

done, although it should at no time

boil turiously.
the soup is started cooking,
00 ed,

ag-"
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soup should
aole—that is, whole black
cloves, bay leaves,

i+
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should be allow-
d of meat and bone,
is a rule of the
make rich soup. If
weaker soup is to be made, or if vege-
tables as well as meat are used in
the stock, the amount of water can
bé increased. \
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Caramel Bavarian Cream.
Put two tablespoonfuls of granulat-
ed sugar in a saucepan and brown it

DETAILS. oF -DRAGON-HEAD - FRAMEWORK -

over'a hot fire. Add a pint of cream -
to it, and grate and add the rind of & 'gpout 2 inches high, F' 8 inches, G 3%
big lemon. Heat the cream until it ynches, H 4% inches, I 6 inches, and J
has dissolved the caramel. Beat the ghout 614 inches by 9 inches. Bend
yolks of six egge and six tablespoon- the ends of the 10pps to form feet, and
fuls of granulated sugar together and fagten these feet to the sticks by
when it is creamy ad_d it to the hot means of double-pointed tacks. Space
cream. :Cook it over hot water until the loops as shown in the illustra-
it 18 #mooth and thick. Add.four ta- tjons, Cut two tegth out of wood and
blespoonfuls of granulated gelatine pajtthem to sticks A and B (Fig. 8),
which has been dissolved and'let the gnq cut wooden horns and wire them
mixture cool. When it is cool and i8 ¢, loob 1 (Fig. 8). Wrap sticks A and
jugt beginning to set whip in a pint g with cloth at the wide end of the
of stifily whipped cream. Pour the tramework, ‘and tack to them two
mixture into a mold, chill and serve. |pieces of tape, each about a - yard
long. The framéwork is bound to
| your forehead and chin by means of
the tapes «(Fig. 2). Stretch’ light
stove-pipe wire across the heavy. wire
loops, a8 shown in Fig. 2, to make a
foundation for. the head covering.

Cut the jaw-sticks C and D,(Fig, 4)
14 inches long, and fasten blocks K,
L and M between them in the posi-
tions shown. The blocks must be cut
to the proper lengths to make, the
jaws fit the upper part.Qf thé head
framework (Fig. 2). Hinge'the wide
end of the jaw to sticks A and B.
First round the ends of C and D (Fig.
4); then bure a gimlet-hole ‘through
Boillans. each and a corresponding hole in A

Blanch and chop fine six Brazil Kx"lounghwt;:'h:la:?gnﬁ)ewlmh’ézkt
nuts, add with a tablespoon of BUraW- getner to form the wire hinges shown
perry jam, a teaspoon of chopped cel- Fig. 2. -
ery, a dash of paprika, salt, and| " por the covering of the framework,
enough sweet cream to make a spread- | o4 gome newspapers into strips three
ing paste of a package of cream ,,.heq wide, soak them in flour paste,
cheese.  Add enough cream’ 8o that',;g 1ay them atross the'wires. Place
the paste is thin enough not to break layer upon layer of these strips upon
the bread” while laying up the sand-| .o tramework, and gradually model
wiches. Cut rye bread very thin and | g paper into ‘the shape of the head
cut the sandwiches into small rounds. When this work has been done, xlvc;
These are very dainty for afternon tea. the paper & thorough coat of Dll;te. o
make the projecting edges lay down.
The paper, will be very stiff and solid
when dry.

Get a couple of old alarm clock
gongs, or electric bell gongs, and two
round for the dragon's eyes.
Run & heavy thread through the but-
tons, then through the holes in the
gong (Mg, b), and sew to the dragon’s
head. Run a bent wire through the
paper just above the nostrils for fangs
(Fig, 1). Paint the head & bright
green.

Orange Bavarols.

Squeeze a sufficient number of or
anges to produce a half pint of juice,
including the juice of half a 'lemon.
Add to this six ounces of sugar and
stir until the sugar is digsolved. Soak,
for a few minutes one-quarter ounce of
gelatin in a little cold water. Then
dissolve in a little hot water. Add this
to the fruit juice and stir until the mix-
ture begins to set; then fold in a
half pint of whipped cream. Have
ready a mold lined with sections of
oranges, and fill this carefully. . Put
in a cool place.

To Clean Halr Brushes.

Put a tablespoonful of ammonia in-
to a basin of tepid water in which a
small amount of soap has been dis.
golved. - Dip the brushes up and down
until they are clean. Wipe carefully
and put in the sun, bristles down, to

dry.

Hard Soap.
Soap that is allowed to dry and
parden lasts twice as long as if used

when fresh. Therefore, it 18 cheaper|™ procure a plece of ]m“ cloth
h'whqmmmwuhﬂm-oc;hmmwﬂ‘:
dry place. sew pleces of tin foll to onehalf of

tume and the loveliness of her face.
She appeared as Diana, and one writer
in commenting on the gorgeous affair
said: “One could not imagine a love-
lier picture than that made by Mrs.
John Astor. Her tall, supple fig-
ure moving with charming grace in
the filmy, clinging robes and crowned
by that truly regal face witlhtits pure,
patrician features, was one of '.h:
moving spectacles of the grand fete.

Electric Lights in Westminster Abbey.

The monastic gloom which has per-
vaded the abbey of Westminster for
so many years has been dissipated.
The abbey has now a new lighting
scheme which makes it the best -
illuminated of our abbeys and cathe-
drals, Electric light has been in-
stalled in every nook and corner and
it banishes forever the atmosphere
of ecclesiastical gloom that is usually
assoclated with churches. o

The new schemie of illumination has
taken three years to perfect, and the
abbey has now 260 electric lamps,
hanging in groups of four and six
from the distant roof, and the elec-
tric current is supplied from a cable
in the street.

Prlor to the present installation all

’| the lamps stood upright at the corners

of the pews. The electric lights are
80 arranged that the minute print of
the average prayer book can be read
during evening services in the remot-
est retreats of the building.

Described.

It was a scorching June night. The
heat had paralyzed the activities of
everything save the mosquitoes, They’
pursued their calling in cloudy
swarms and with the heat made
things almost unbearable. *

“My, but’the mosquitoes are bad,”
ventured one individual who sat on &'
porch, “S'warm night,” angwered the
other, : A
‘Which seemed to dispose of all ne
cessity for further comment. :

He Knew Her, L
“My wife is very particular,” said:
the customer to the house decorator.
“She says she wants the walls to
match her complexion.” :
“Oh, she wants 'em patnted then and’
not papered,” replied the wise man.




